
in the rudest periods; but let our houses first be lined w
ith beauty, w

here 
they com

e in contact w
ith our lives, like the tenem

ent of the shellfish, 
and not overlaid w

ith it. B
ut, alas! I have been inside one or tw

o of them
, 

and know
 w

hat they are lined w
ith. 

Though w
e are not so degenerate but that w

e m
ight possibly live in a 

cave or a w
igw

am
 or w

ear skins today, it certainly is better to accept the 
advantages, though so dearly bought, w

hich the invention and industry 
of m

ankind offer. In such a neighborhood as this, boards and shingles, 
lim

e and bricks, are cheaper and m
ore easily obtained than suitable 

caves, or w
hole logs, or bark in sufficient quantities, or even w

ell-
tem

pered clay or flat stones. I speak understandingly on this subject, for 
I have m

ade m
yself acquainted w

ith it both theoretically and practically. 
W

ith a little m
ore w

it w
e m

ight use these m
aterials so as to becom

e 
richer than the richest now

 are, and m
ake our civilization a blessing. The 

civilized m
an is a m

ore experienced and w
iser savage. B

ut to m
ake haste 

to m
y ow

n experim
ent. 

N
ear the end of M

arch, 1845, I borrow
ed an axe and w

ent dow
n to the 

w
oods by W

alden Pond, nearest to w
here I intended to build m

y house, 
and began to cut dow

n som
e tall, arrow

y w
hite pines, still in their youth, 

for tim
ber. It is difficult to begin w

ithout borrow
ing, but perhaps it is the 

m
ost generous course thus to perm

it your fellow
-m

en to have an interest 
in your enterprise. The ow

ner of the axe, as he released his hold on it, 
said that it w

as the apple of his eye; but I returned it sharper than I 
received it. It w

as a pleasant hillside w
here I w

orked, covered w
ith pine 

w
oods, through w

hich I looked out on the pond, and a sm
all open field in 

the w
oods w

here pines and hickories w
ere springing up. The ice in the 

pond w
as not yet dissolved, though there w

ere som
e open spaces, and it 

w
as all dark-colored and saturated w

ith w
ater. There w

ere som
e slight 

flurries of snow
 during the days that I w

orked there; but for the m
ost 

part w
hen I cam

e out on to the railroad, on m
y w

ay hom
e, its yellow

 sand 
heap stretched aw

ay gleam
ing in the hazy atm

osphere, and the rails 
shone in the spring sun, and I heard the lark and pew

ee and other birds 
already com

e to com
m

ence another year w
ith us. They w

ere pleasant 
spring days, in w

hich the w
inter of m

an’s discontent w
as thaw

ing as w
ell 

as the earth, and the life that had lain torpid began to stretch itself. O
ne 

day, w
hen m

y axe had com
e off and I had cut a green hickory for a 

w
edge, driving it w

ith a stone, and had placed the w
hole to soak in a 
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The very sim
plicity and nakedness of m

an’s life in the prim
itive ages 

im
ply this advantage, at least, that they left him

 still but a sojourner in 
nature. W

hen he w
as refreshed w

ith food and sleep, he contem
plated his 

journey again. H
e dw

elt, as it w
ere, in a tent in this w

orld, and w
as either 

threading the valleys, or crossing the plains, or clim
bing the m

ountain-
tops. B

ut lo! m
en have becom

e the tools of their tools. The m
an w

ho 
independently plucked the fruits w

hen he w
as hungry is becom

e a 
farm

er; and he w
ho stood under a tree for shelter, a housekeeper. W

e 
now

 no longer cam
p as for a night, but have settled dow

n on earth and 
forgotten heaven. W

e have adopted C
hristianity m

erely as an im
proved 

m
ethod of agri-culture. W

e have built for this w
orld a fam

ily m
ansion, 

and for the next a fam
ily tom

b. The best w
orks of art are the expression 

of m
an’s struggle to free him

self from
 this condition, but the effect of our 

art is m
erely to m

ake this low
 state com

fortable and that higher state to 
be forgotten. There is actually no place in this village for a w

ork of fine 
art, if any had com

e dow
n to us, to stand, for our lives, our houses and 

streets, furnish no proper pedestal for it. There is not a nail to hang a 
picture on, nor a shelf to receive the bust of a hero or a saint. W

hen I 
consider how

 our houses are built and paid for, or not paid for, and their 
internal econom

y m
anaged and sustained, I w

onder that the floor does 
not give w

ay under the visitor w
hile he is adm

iring the gew
gaw

s upon the 
m

antelpiece, and let him
 through into the cellar, to som

e solid and 
honest though earthy foundation. I cannot but perceive that this so-
called rich and refined life is a thing jum

ped at, and I do not get on in the 
enjoym

ent of the fine arts w
hich adorn it, m

y attention being w
holly 

occupied w
ith the jum

p; for I rem
em

ber that the greatest genuine leap, 
due to hum

an m
uscles alone, on record, is that of certain w

andering 
A

rabs, w
ho are said to have cleared tw

enty-five feet on level ground. 
W

ithout factitious support, m
an is sure to com

e to earth again beyond 
that distance. The first question w

hich I am
 tem

pted to put to the 
proprietor of such great im

propriety is, W
ho bolsters you? A

re you one of 
the ninety-seven w

ho fail, or the three w
ho succeed? A

nsw
er m

e these 
questions, and then perhaps I m

ay look at your baw
bles and find them

 
ornam

ental. The cart before the horse is neither beautiful nor useful. 
B

efore w
e can adorn our houses w

ith beautiful objects the w
alls m

ust be 
stripped, and our lives m

ust be stripped, and beautiful housekeeping and 
beautiful living be laid for a foundation: now

, a taste for the beautiful is 
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 c
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the palace, on the other are the alm
shouse and “silent poor.” The 

m
yriads w

ho built the pyram
ids to be the tom

bs of the Pharaohs w
ere 

fed on garlic, and it m
ay be w

ere not decently buried them
selves. The 

m
ason w

ho finishes the cornice of the palace returns at night perchance 
to a hut not so good as a w

igw
am

. It is a m
istake to suppose that, in a 

country w
here the usual evidences of civilization exist, the condition of a 

very large body of the inhabitants m
ay not be as degraded as that of 

savages. I refer to the degraded poor, not now
 to the degraded rich. To 

know
 this I should not need to look farther than to the shanties w

hich 
everyw

here border our railroads, that last im
provem

ent in civilization; 
w

here I see in m
y daily w

alks hum
an beings living in sties, and all w

inter 
w

ith an open door, for the sake of light, w
ithout any visible, often 

im
aginable, w

ood-pile, and the form
s of both old and young are 

perm
anently contracted by the long habit of shrinking from

 cold and 
m

isery, and the developm
ent of all their lim

bs and faculties is checked. It 
certainly is fair to look at that class by w

hose labor the w
orks w

hich 
distinguish this generation are accom

plished. Such too, to a greater or 
less extent, is the condition of the operatives of every denom

ination in 
E

ngland, w
hich is the great w

orkhouse of the w
orld. O

r I could refer you 
to Ireland, w

hich is m
arked as one of the w

hite or enlightened spots on 
the m

ap. C
ontrast the physical condition of the Irish w

ith that of the 
N

orth A
m

erican Indian, or the South Sea Islander, or any other savage 
race before it w

as degraded by contact w
ith the civilized m

an. Yet I have 
no doubt that that people’s rulers are as w

ise as the average of civilized 
rulers. Their condition only proves w

hat squalidness m
ay consist w

ith 
civilization. I hardly need refer now

 to the laborers in our Southern 
States w

ho produce the staple exports of this country, and are 
them

selves a staple production of the South. B
ut to confine m

yself to 
those w

ho are said to be in m
oderate circum

stances. 

M
ost m

en appear never to have considered w
hat a house is, and are 

actually though needlessly poor all their lives because they think that 
they m

ust have such a one as their neighbors have. A
s if one w

ere to w
ear 

any sort of coat w
hich the tailor m

ight cut out for him
, or, gradually 

leaving off palm
-leaf hat or cap of w

oodchuck skin, com
plain of hard 

tim
es because he could not afford to buy him

 a crow
n! It is possible to 

invent a house still m
ore convenient and luxurious than w

e have, w
hich 

yet all w
ould adm

it that m
an could not afford to pay for. Shall w

e alw
ays 
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 W

hen I w
rote the follow

ing pages, or rather the bulk of them
, I lived 

alone, in the w
oods, a m

ile from
 any neighbor, in a house w

hich I had 
built m

yself, on the shore of W
alden Pond, in C

oncord, M
assachusetts, 

and earned m
y living by the labor of m

y hands only. I lived there tw
o 

years and tw
o m

onths. A
t present I am

 a sojourner in civilized life again. 

I should not obtrude m
y affairs so m

uch on the notice of m
y readers if 

very particular inquiries had not been m
ade by m

y tow
nsm

en concerning 
m

y m
ode of life, w

hich som
e w

ould call im
pertinent, though they do not 

appear to m
e at all im

pertinent, but, considering the circum
stances, very 

natural and pertinent. Som
e have asked w

hat I got to eat; if I did not feel 
lonesom

e; if I w
as not afraid; and the like. O

thers have been curious to 
learn w

hat portion of m
y incom

e I devoted to charitable purposes; and 
som

e, w
ho have large fam

ilies, how
 m

any poor children I m
aintained. I 

w
ill therefore ask those of m

y readers w
ho feel no particular interest in 

m
e to pardon m

e if I undertake to answ
er som

e of these questions in this 
book. In m

ost books, the I, or first person, is om
itted; in this it w

ill be 
retained; that, in respect to egotism

, is the m
ain difference. W

e 
com

m
only do not rem

em
ber that it is, after all, alw

ays the first person 
that is speaking. I should not talk so m

uch about m
yself if there w

ere 
anybody else w

hom
 I knew

 as w
ell. U

nfortunately, I am
 confined to this 

them
e by the narrow

ness of m
y experience. M

oreover, I, on m
y side, 

require of every w
riter, first or last, a sim

ple and sincere account of his 
ow

n life, and not m
erely w

hat he has heard of other m
en’s lives; som

e 
such account as he w

ould send to his kindred from
 a distant land; for if 

he has lived sincerely, it m
ust have been in a distant land to m

e. Perhaps 
these pages are m

ore particularly addressed to poor students. A
s for the 

rest of m
y readers, they w

ill accept such portions as apply to them
. I trust 

that none w
ill stretch the seam

s in putting on the coat, for it m
ay do good 

service to him
 w

hom
 it fits. 

I w
ould fain say som

ething, not so m
uch concerning the C

hinese and 
Sandw

ich Islanders as you w
ho read these pages, w

ho are said to live in 
N

ew
 E

ngland; som
ething about your condition, especially your outw

ard 
condition or circum

stances in this w
orld, in this tow

n, w
hat it is, w

hether 
it is necessary that it be as bad as it is, w

hether it cannot be im
proved as 

1
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 W
it

h 
co
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um

m
at

e 
sk

ill
 h

e 
ha

s 
se

t h
is

 
tr
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it
h 

a 
ha

ir
 s

pr
in

g 
to
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at

ch
 c

om
fo

rt
 a

nd
 in

de
pe

nd
en

ce
, a

nd
 th

en
, a

s 
he

 tu
rn

ed
 a

w
ay

, g
ot

 h
is

 o
w

n 
le

g 
in

to
 it

. T
hi

s 
is

 th
e 
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as

on
 h

e 
is

 p
oo

r;
 a

nd
 

fo
r 

a 
si

m
ila

r 
re
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on

 w
e 

ar
e 

al
l p

oo
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in
 r

es
pe

ct
 to

 a
 th
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sa

nd
 s

av
ag

e 
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fo
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 th
ou

gh
 s

ur
ro

un
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d 
by

 lu
xu

ri
es

. A
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C
ha

pm
an

 s
in

gs
, 

“T
he

 fa
ls

e 
so

ci
et

y 
of

 m
en

 —
 

—
 fo

r 
ea

rt
hl

y 
gr

ea
tn

es
s 

A
ll 

he
av

en
ly

 c
om

fo
rt

s 
ra

re
fie
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to

 a
ir

.”
 

A
nd

 w
he

n 
th

e 
fa

rm
er

 h
as

 g
ot

 h
is

 h
ou

se
, h

e 
m

ay
 n

ot
 b

e 
th

e 
ri

ch
er

 b
ut

 th
e 

po
or

er
 fo

r 
it

, a
nd

 it
 b

e 
th

e 
ho

us
e 

th
at

 h
as

 g
ot

 h
im

. A
s 

I 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 it
, 

th
at

 w
as

 a
 v

al
id

 o
bj

ec
ti

on
 u

rg
ed

 b
y 

M
om

us
 a

ga
in

st
 th

e 
ho

us
e 

w
hi

ch
 

M
in

er
va

 m
ad

e,
 th

at
 s

he
 “

ha
d 

no
t m

ad
e 

it
 m

ov
ab

le
, b

y 
w

hi
ch

 m
ea

ns
 a

 b
ad

 
ne

ig
hb

or
ho

od
 m

ig
ht

 b
e 

av
oi

de
d”

; a
nd

 it
 m

ay
 s

ti
ll 

be
 u

rg
ed

, f
or

 o
ur

 
ho

us
es

 a
re

 s
uc

h 
un

w
ie

ld
y 

pr
op

er
ty

 th
at

 w
e 

ar
e 

of
te

n 
im

pr
is

on
ed

 r
at

he
r 

th
an

 h
ou

se
d 

in
 th

em
; a

nd
 th

e 
ba

d 
ne

ig
hb

or
ho

od
 to

 b
e 

av
oi

de
d 

is
 o

ur
 

ow
n 

sc
ur

vy
 s

el
ve

s.
 I

 k
no

w
 o

ne
 o

r 
tw

o 
fa

m
ili

es
, a

t l
ea

st
, i

n 
th

is
 to

w
n,

 w
ho

, 
fo

r 
ne

ar
ly

 a
 g

en
er

at
io

n,
 h

av
e 

be
en

 w
is

hi
ng

 to
 s

el
l t

he
ir

 h
ou

se
s 

in
 th

e 
ou

ts
ki

rt
s 

an
d 

m
ov

e 
in

to
 th

e 
vi

lla
ge

, b
ut

 h
av

e 
no

t b
ee

n 
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le
 to

 a
cc

om
pl
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h 

it
, a

nd
 o

nl
y 

de
at

h 
w

ill
 s

et
 th

em
 fr

ee
. 

G
ra

nt
ed

 th
at

 th
e 

m
aj

or
it

y 
ar

e 
ab

le
 a

t l
as

t e
it

he
r 

to
 o

w
n 

or
 h

ir
e 

th
e 

m
od

er
n 

ho
us

e 
w

it
h 

al
l i

ts
 im
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en

ts
. W

hi
le

 c
iv

ili
za

ti
on

 h
as

 b
ee

n 
im

pr
ov

in
g 

ou
r 

ho
us

es
, i

t h
as

 n
ot

 e
qu

al
ly

 im
pr

ov
ed

 th
e 

m
en

 w
ho

 a
re

 to
 

in
ha

bi
t t

he
m

. I
t h

as
 c

re
at

ed
 p

al
ac

es
, b

ut
 it

 w
as

 n
ot

 s
o 

ea
sy

 to
 c

re
at

e 
no

bl
em

en
 a

nd
 k

in
gs

. A
nd

 if
 th

e 
ci

vi
liz

ed
 m

an
’s

 p
ur

su
it

s 
ar

e 
no

 w
or

th
ie

r 
th

an
 th

e 
sa

va
ge

’s
, i

f h
e 

is
 e

m
pl
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ed

 th
e 

gr
ea
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r 
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 o
f h

is
 li
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 in
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m
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m
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hy
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ho

ul
d 

he
 h

av
e 

a 
be

tt
er

 d
w

el
lin

g 
th

an
 th

e 
fo

rm
er

? 

B
ut

 h
ow

 d
o 

th
e 

po
or

 m
in

or
it

y 
fa

re
? 

Pe
rh

ap
s 

it
 w

ill
 b

e 
fo

un
d 

th
at

 ju
st

 in
 

pr
op

or
ti

on
 a

s 
so

m
e 
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ve

 b
ee
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pl
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ed
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ut
w
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d 

ci
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e 
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e 
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n 
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 b
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 d
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 o
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 b
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e 

br
ea

dt
h 

of
 v

as
t e

m
pi

re
s;

 o
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f p
ill
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—
 e
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 c
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 c
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I 
se
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y 
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 m
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e 
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, c
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 b
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 p
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 m
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il 
fo

r 
co

m
po

st
. B
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 c
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, l
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 c
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individual is to a great extent absorbed, in order to preserve and perfect 
that of the race. B

ut I w
ish to show

 at w
hat a sacrifice this advantage is at 

present obtained, and to suggest that w
e m

ay possibly so live as to secure 
all the advantage w

ithout suffering any of the disadvantage. W
hat m

ean 
ye by saying that the poor ye have alw

ays w
ith you, or that the fathers 

have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge? 

“A
s I live, saith the Lord G

od, ye shall not have occasion any m
ore to use 

this proverb in Israel. 

“B
ehold all souls are m

ine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul of 
the son is m

ine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.” 

W
hen I consider m

y neighbors, the farm
ers of C

oncord, w
ho are at least 

as w
ell off as the other classes, I find that for the m

ost part they have 
been toiling tw

enty, thirty, or forty years, that they m
ay becom

e the real 
ow

ners of their farm
s, w

hich com
m

only they have inherited w
ith 

encum
brances, or else bought w

ith hired m
oney —

 and w
e m

ay regard 
one third of that toil as the cost of their houses —

 but com
m

only they 
have not paid for them

 yet. It is true, the encum
brances som

etim
es 

outw
eigh the value of the farm

, so that the farm
 itself becom

es one great 
encum

brance, and still a m
an is found to inherit it, being w

ell acquainted 
w

ith it, as he says. O
n applying to the assessors, I am

 surprised to learn 
that they cannot at once nam

e a dozen in the tow
n w

ho ow
n their farm

s 
free and clear. If you w

ould know
 the history of these hom

esteads, 
inquire at the bank w

here they are m
ortgaged. The m

an w
ho has actually 

paid for his farm
 w

ith labor on it is so rare that every neighbor can point 
to him

. I doubt if there are three such m
en in C

oncord. W
hat has been 

said of the m
erchants, that a very large m

ajority, even ninety-seven in a 
hundred, are sure to fail, is equally true of the farm

ers. W
ith regard to 

the m
erchants, how

ever, one of them
 says pertinently that a great part of 

their failures are not genuine pecuniary failures, but m
erely failures to 

fulfil their engagem
ents, because it is inconvenient; that is, it is the 

m
oral character that breaks dow

n. B
ut this puts an infinitely w

orse face 
on the m

atter, and suggests, beside, that probably not even the other 
three succeed in saving their souls, but are perchance bankrupt in a 
w

orse sense than they w
ho fail honestly. B

ankruptcy and repudiation are 
the springboards from

 w
hich m

uch of our civilization vaults and turns its 
som

ersets, but the savage stands on the unelastic plank of fam
ine. Yet 
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and steal. It is a fool’s life, as they w
ill find w

hen they get to the end of it, 
if not before. It is said that D

eucalion and Pyrrha created m
en by 

throw
ing stones over their heads behind them

:—
 

Inde genus durum
 sum

us, experiensque laborum
, 

E
t docum

enta dam
us qua sim

us origine nati. 

O
r, as R

aleigh rhym
es it in his sonorous w

ay —
 

“From
 thence our kind hard-hearted is, enduring pain and care, 

A
pproving that our bodies of a stony nature are.” 

So m
uch for a blind obedience to a blundering oracle, throw

ing the 
stones over their heads behind them

, and not seeing w
here they fell. 

M
ost m

en, even in this com
paratively free country, through m

ere 
ignorance and m

istake, are so occupied w
ith the factitious cares and 

superfluously coarse labors of life that its finer fruits cannot be plucked 
by them

. Their fingers, from
 excessive toil, are too clum

sy and trem
ble 

too m
uch for that. A

ctually, the laboring m
an has not leisure for a true 

integrity day by day; he cannot afford to sustain the m
anliest relations to 

m
en; his labor w

ould be depreciated in the m
arket. H

e has no tim
e to be 

anything but a m
achine. H

ow
 can he rem

em
ber w

ell his ignorance —
 

w
hich his grow

th requires —
 w

ho has so often to use his know
ledge? W

e 
should feed and clothe him

 gratuitously som
etim

es, and recruit him
 w

ith 
our cordials, before w

e judge of him
. The finest qualities of our nature, 

like the bloom
 on fruits, can be preserved only by the m

ost delicate 
handling. Yet w

e do not treat ourselves nor one another thus tenderly. 

Som
e of you, w

e all know
, are poor, find it hard to live, are som

etim
es, as 

it w
ere, gasping for breath. I have no doubt that som

e of you w
ho read 

this book are unable to pay for all the dinners w
hich you have actually 

eaten, or for the coats and shoes w
hich are fast w

earing or are already 
w

orn out, and have com
e to this page to spend borrow

ed or stolen tim
e, 

robbing your creditors of an hour. It is very evident w
hat m

ean and 
sneaking lives m

any of you live, for m
y sight has been w

hetted by 
experience; alw

ays on the lim
its, trying to get into business and trying to 

get out of debt, a very ancient slough, called by the Latins aes alienum
, 

another’s brass, for som
e of their coins w

ere m
ade of brass; still living, 

and dying, and buried by this other’s brass; alw
ays prom

ising to pay, 
prom

ising to pay, tom
orrow

, and dying today, insolvent; seeking to curry 
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B
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, a
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, c
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 s
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 c
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 p
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 m
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 c
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t b
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 d
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 m
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 c
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w
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 d
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re
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t m
or

e 
th

an
 h

al
f h

is
 li

fe
 c
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 b
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is
e 

to
 e

xc
ha

ng
e 

hi
s 

w
ig

w
am

 fo
r 

a 
pa

la
ce

 o
n 

th
es

e 
te

rm
s?

 

It
 m

ay
 b

e 
gu

es
se

d 
th

at
 I

 r
ed

uc
e 

al
m

os
t t

he
 w

ho
le

 a
dv

an
ta

ge
 o

f h
ol

di
ng

 
th

is
 s

up
er

flu
ou

s 
pr

op
er

ty
 a

s 
a 

fu
nd

 in
 s

to
re

 a
ga

in
st

 th
e 

fu
tu

re
, s

o 
fa

r 
as

 
th

e 
in

di
vi

du
al

 is
 c

on
ce

rn
ed

, m
ai

nl
y 

to
 th

e 
de

fr
ay

in
g 

of
 fu

ne
ra

l e
xp

en
se

s.
 

B
ut

 p
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le

d 
ev

en
 u

nd
er
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ha

t a
re

 c
al

le
d 
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ga
m
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 a

nd
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m
us

em
en

ts
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f 
m

an
ki

nd
. T

he
re

 is
 n

o 
pl

ay
 in
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em

, f
or

 th
is

 c
om

es
 a

ft
er
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or

k.
 B

ut
 it

 is
 a

 
ch

ar
ac

te
ri

st
ic

 o
f w

is
do

m
 n

ot
 to

 d
o 

de
sp

er
at

e 
th

in
gs

. 
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by three w
ide, in w

hich the laborers locked up their tools at night; and it 
suggested to m

e that every m
an w

ho w
as hard pushed m

ight get such a 
one for a dollar, and, having bored a few

 auger holes in it, to adm
it the 

air at least, get into it w
hen it rained and at night, and hook dow

n the lid, 
and so have freedom

 in his love, and in his soul be free. This did not 
appear the w

orst, nor by any m
eans a despicable alternative. You could 

sit up as late as you pleased, and, w
henever you got up, go abroad 

w
ithout any landlord or house-lord dogging you for rent. M

any a m
an is 

harassed to death to pay the rent of a larger and m
ore luxurious box w

ho 
w

ould not have frozen to death in such a box as this. I am
 far from

 
jesting. E

conom
y is a subject w

hich adm
its of being treated w

ith levity, 
but it cannot so be disposed of. A

 com
fortable house for a rude and hardy 

race, that lived m
ostly out of doors, w

as once m
ade here alm

ost entirely 
of such m

aterials as N
ature furnished ready to their hands. G

ookin, w
ho 

w
as superintendent of the Indians subject to the M

assachusetts C
olony, 

w
riting in 1674, says, “The best of their houses are covered very neatly, 

tight and w
arm

, w
ith barks of trees, slipped from

 their bodies at those 
seasons w

hen the sap is up, and m
ade into great flakes, w

ith pressure of 
w

eighty tim
ber, w

hen they are green. . . . The m
eaner sort are covered 

w
ith m

ats w
hich they m

ake of a kind of bulrush, and are also 
indifferently tight and w

arm
, but not so good as the form

er. . . . Som
e I 

have seen, sixty or a hundred feet long and thirty feet broad. . . . I have 
often lodged in their w

igw
am

s, and found them
 as w

arm
 as the best 

E
nglish houses.” H

e adds that they w
ere com

m
only carpeted and lined 

w
ithin w

ith w
ell-w

rought em
broidered m

ats, and w
ere furnished w

ith 
various utensils. The Indians had advanced so far as to regulate the effect 
of the w

ind by a m
at suspended over the hole in the roof and m

oved by a 
string. Such a lodge w

as in the first instance constructed in a day or tw
o 

at m
ost, and taken dow

n and put up in a few
 hours; and every fam

ily 
ow

ned one, or its apartm
ent in one. 

In the savage state every fam
ily ow

ns a shelter as good as the best, and 
sufficient for its coarser and sim

pler w
ants; but I think that I speak 

w
ithin bounds w

hen I say that, though the birds of the air have their 
nests, and the foxes their holes, and the savages their w

igw
am

s, in 
m

odern civilized society not m
ore than one half the fam

ilies ow
n a 

shelter. In the large tow
ns and cities, w

here civilization especially 
prevails, the num

ber of those w
ho ow

n a shelter is a very sm
all fraction 
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W
hen w

e consider w
hat, to use the w

ords of the catechism
, is the chief 

end of m
an, and w

hat are the true necessaries and m
eans of life, it 

appears as if m
en had deliberately chosen the com

m
on m

ode of living 
because they preferred it to any other. Yet they honestly think there is no 
choice left. B

ut alert and healthy natures rem
em

ber that the sun rose 
clear. It is never too late to give up our prejudices. N

o w
ay of thinking or 

doing, how
ever ancient, can be trusted w

ithout proof. W
hat everybody 

echoes or in silence passes by as true to-day m
ay turn out to be falsehood 

to-m
orrow

, m
ere sm

oke of opinion, w
hich som

e had trusted for a cloud 
that w

ould sprinkle fertilizing rain on their fields. W
hat old people say 

you cannot do, you try and find that you can. O
ld deeds for old people, 

and new
 deeds for new

. O
ld people did not know

 enough once, 
perchance, to fetch fresh fuel to keep the fire a-going; new

 people put a 
little dry w

ood under a pot, and are w
hirled round the globe w

ith the 
speed of birds, in a w

ay to kill old people, as the phrase is. A
ge is no 

better, hardly so w
ell, qualified for an instructor as youth, for it has not 

profited so m
uch as it has lost. O

ne m
ay alm

ost doubt if the w
isest m

an 
has learned anything of absolute value by living. Practically, the old have 
no very im

portant advice to give the young, their ow
n experience has 

been so partial, and their lives have been such m
iserable failures, for 

private reasons, as they m
ust believe; and it m

ay be that they have som
e 

faith left w
hich belies that experience, and they are only less young than 

they w
ere. I have lived som

e thirty years on this planet, and I have yet to 
hear the first syllable of valuable or even earnest advice from

 m
y seniors. 

They have told m
e nothing, and probably cannot tell m

e anything to the 
purpose. H

ere is life, an experim
ent to a great extent untried by m

e; but 
it does not avail m

e that they have tried it. If I have any experience w
hich 

I think valuable, I am
 sure to reflect that this m

y M
entors said nothing 

about. 

O
ne farm

er says to m
e, “You cannot live on vegetable food solely, for it 

furnishes nothing to m
ake bones w

ith”; and so he religiously devotes a 
part of his day to supplying his system

 w
ith the raw

 m
aterial of bones; 

w
alking all the w

hile he talks behind his oxen, w
hich, w

ith vegetable-
m

ade bones, jerk him
 and his lum

bering plow
 along in spite of every 

obstacle. Som
e things are really necessaries of life in som

e circles, the 
m

ost helpless and diseased, w
hich in others are luxuries m

erely, and in 
others still are entirely unknow

n. 
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 b
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 p
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W
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 s
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l c
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 E
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ry
 c
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 lo
ve
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 c
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 I
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el
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 d

oe
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te
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 c
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 p
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 p
or

ti
on

 o
f o

ur
 m

os
t p

ri
m

it
iv

e 
an

ce
st

or
 w

hi
ch

 s
ti

ll 
su

rv
iv

ed
 in

 u
s.

 F
ro

m
 th

e 
ca

ve
 w

e 
ha

ve
 a

dv
an

ce
d 

to
 r

oo
fs

 o
f p

al
m

 le
av

es
, 

of
 b

ar
k 

an
d 

bo
ug

hs
, o

f l
in

en
 w

ov
en

 a
nd

 s
tr

et
ch

ed
, o

f g
ra

ss
 a
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 s
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 b
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 d

ay
s 

an
d 

ni
gh

ts
 w

it
ho

ut
 a

ny
 

ob
st

ru
ct

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

us
 a

nd
 th
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 d
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t d
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 c
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 c
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pr
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 m
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 c
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 p
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 d
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ra
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Th
e 

w
ho

le
 g

ro
un

d 
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um
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 h
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, b
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 b
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 p
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 d
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ra
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 m
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 b
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 b
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 m
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of the colic and his trappings w
ill have to serve that m

ood too. W
hen the 

soldier is hit by a cannonball, rags are as becom
ing as purple. 

The childish and savage taste of m
en and w

om
en for new

 patterns keeps 
how

 m
any shaking and squinting through kaleidoscopes that they m

ay 
discover the particular figure w

hich this generation requires today. The 
m

anufacturers have learned that this taste is m
erely w

him
sical. O

f tw
o 

patterns w
hich differ only by a few

 threads m
ore or less of a particular 

color, the one w
ill be sold readily, the other lie on the shelf, though it 

frequently happens that after the lapse of a season the latter becom
es the 

m
ost fashionable. C

om
paratively, tattooing is not the hideous custom

 
w

hich it is called. It is not barbarous m
erely because the printing is skin-

deep and unalterable. 

I cannot believe that our factory system
 is the best m

ode by w
hich m

en 
m

ay get clothing. The condition of the operatives is becom
ing every day 

m
ore like that of the E

nglish; and it cannot be w
ondered at, since, as far 

as I have heard or observed, the principal object is, not that m
ankind 

m
ay be w

ell and honestly clad, but, unquestionably, that corporations 
m

ay be enriched. In the long run m
en hit only w

hat they aim
 at. 

Therefore, though they should fail im
m

ediately, they had better aim
 at 

som
ething high. 

A
s for a Shelter, I w

ill not deny that this is now
 a necessary of life, though 

there are instances of m
en having done w

ithout it for long periods in 
colder countries than this. Sam

uel Laing says that “the Laplander in his 
skin dress, and in a skin bag w

hich he puts over his head and shoulders, 
w

ill sleep night after night on the snow
 . . . in a degree of cold w

hich 
w

ould extinguish the life of one exposed to it in any w
oollen clothing.” 

H
e had seen them

 asleep thus. Yet he adds, “They are not hardier than 
other people.” B

ut, probably, m
an did not live long on the earth w

ithout 
discovering the convenience w

hich there is in a house, the dom
estic 

com
forts, w

hich phrase m
ay have originally signified the satisfactions of 

the house m
ore than of the fam

ily; though these m
ust be extrem

ely 
partial and occasional in those clim

ates w
here the house is associated in 

our thoughts w
ith w

inter or the rainy season chiefly, and tw
o thirds of 

the year, except for a parasol, is unnecessary. In our clim
ate, in the 

sum
m

er, it w
as form

erly alm
ost solely a covering at night. In the Indian 

gazettes a w
igw

am
 w

as the sym
bol of a day’s m

arch, and a row
 of them
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N
ature is as w

ell adapted to our w
eakness as to our strength. The 

incessant anxiety and strain of som
e is a w

ell-nigh incurable form
 of 

disease. W
e are m

ade to exaggerate the im
portance of w

hat w
ork w

e do; 
and yet how

 m
uch is not done by us! or, w

hat if w
e had been taken sick? 

H
ow

 vigilant w
e are! determ

ined not to live by faith if w
e can avoid it; all 

the day long on the alert, at night w
e unw

illingly say our prayers and 
com

m
it ourselves to uncertainties. So thoroughly and sincerely are w

e 
com

pelled to live, reverencing our life, and denying the possibility of 
change. This is the only w

ay, w
e say; but there are as m

any w
ays as there 

can be draw
n radii from

 one centre. A
ll change is a m

iracle to 
contem

plate; but it is a m
iracle w

hich is taking place every instant. 
C

onfucius said, “To know
 that w

e know
 w

hat w
e know

, and that w
e do 

not know
 w

hat w
e do not know

, that is true know
ledge.” W

hen one m
an 

has reduced a fact of the im
agination to be a fact to his understanding, I 

foresee that all m
en at length establish their lives on that basis. 

Let us consider for a m
om

ent w
hat m

ost of the trouble and anxiety w
hich 

I have referred to is about, and how
 m

uch it is necessary that w
e be 

troubled, or at least careful. It w
ould be som

e advantage to live a 
prim

itive and frontier life, though in the m
idst of an outw

ard civilization, 
if only to learn w

hat are the gross necessaries of life and w
hat m

ethods 
have been taken to obtain them

; or even to look over the old day-books 
of the m

erchants, to see w
hat it w

as that m
en m

ost com
m

only bought at 
the stores, w

hat they stored, that is, w
hat are the grossest groceries. For 

the im
provem

ents of ages have had but little influence on the essential 
law

s of m
an’s existence; as our skeletons, probably, are not to be 

distinguished from
 those of our ancestors. 

B
y the w

ords, necessary of life, I m
ean w

hatever, of all that m
an obtains 

by his ow
n exertions, has been from

 the first, or from
 long use has 

becom
e, so im

portant to hum
an life that few

, if any, w
hether from

 
savageness, or poverty, or philosophy, ever attem

pt to do w
ithout it. To 

m
any creatures there is in this sense but one necessary of life, Food. To 

the bison of the prairie it is a few
 inches of palatable grass, w

ith w
ater to 

drink; unless he seeks the Shelter of the forest or the m
ountain’s shadow

. 
N

one of the brute creation requires m
ore than Food and Shelter. The 

necessaries of life for m
an in this clim

ate m
ay, accurately enough, be 

distributed under the several heads of Food, Shelter, C
lothing, and Fuel; 

for not till w
e have secured these are w

e prepared to entertain the true 
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n 
a 

sh
el

te
r,

 a
s 

th
e 

m
ol

e 
ha

s 
it

s 
be

d 
of

 g
ra

ss
 a

nd
 le

av
es

 a
t t

he
 e

nd
 o

f 
it

s 
bu

rr
ow

! T
he

 p
oo

r 
m

an
 is

 w
on

t t
o 

co
m

pl
ai

n 
th

at
 th

is
 is

 a
 c

ol
d 

w
or

ld
; 

an
d 

to
 c

ol
d,

 n
o 

le
ss

 p
hy

si
ca

l t
ha

n 
so

ci
al

, w
e 

re
fe

r 
di

re
ct

ly
 a

 g
re

at
 p

ar
t o

f 
ou

r 
ai

ls
. T

he
 s

um
m

er
, i

n 
so

m
e 

cl
im

at
es

, m
ak

es
 p

os
si

bl
e 

to
 m

an
 a

 s
or

t o
f 

E
ly

si
an

 li
fe

. F
ue

l, 
ex

ce
pt

 to
 c

oo
k 

hi
s 

Fo
od

, i
s 

th
en

 u
nn

ec
es

sa
ry

; t
he

 s
un

 is
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prim
itive elem

ents, so that it w
as not a deed of charity to bestow

 it on 
som

e poor boy, by him
 perchance to be bestow

ed on som
e poorer still, or 

shall w
e say richer, w

ho could do w
ith less? I say, bew

are of all 
enterprises that require new

 clothes, and not rather a new
 w

earer of 
clothes. If there is not a new

 m
an, how

 can the new
 clothes be m

ade to 
fit? If you have any enterprise before you, try it in your old clothes. A

ll 
m

en w
ant, not som

ething to do w
ith, but som

ething to do, or rather 
som

ething to be. Perhaps w
e should never procure a new

 suit, how
ever 

ragged or dirty the old, until w
e have so conducted, so enterprised or 

sailed in som
e w

ay, that w
e feel like new

 m
en in the old, and that to 

retain it w
ould be like keeping new

 w
ine in old bottles. O

ur m
oulting 

season, like that of the fow
ls, m

ust be a crisis in our lives. The loon 
retires to solitary ponds to spend it. Thus also the snake casts its slough, 
and the caterpillar its w

orm
y coat, by an internal industry and 

expansion; for clothes are but our outm
ost cuticle and m

ortal coil. 
O

therw
ise w

e shall be found sailing under false colors, and be inevitably 
cashiered at last by our ow

n opinion, as w
ell as that of m

ankind. 

W
e don garm

ent after garm
ent, as if w

e grew
 like exogenous plants by 

addition w
ithout. O

ur outside and often thin and fanciful clothes are our 
epiderm

is, or false skin, w
hich partakes not of our life, and m

ay be 
stripped off here and there w

ithout fatal injury; our thicker garm
ents, 

constantly w
orn, are our cellular integum

ent, or cortex; but our shirts 
are our liber, or true bark, w

hich cannot be rem
oved w

ithout girdling 
and so destroying the m

an. I believe that all races at som
e seasons w

ear 
som

ething equivalent to the shirt. It is desirable that a m
an be clad so 

sim
ply that he can lay his hands on him

self in the dark, and that he live 
in all respects so com

pactly and preparedly that, if an enem
y take the 

tow
n, he can, like the old philosopher, w

alk out the gate em
pty-handed 

w
ithout anxiety. W

hile one thick garm
ent is, for m

ost purposes, as good 
as three thin ones, and cheap clothing can be obtained at prices really to 
suit custom

ers; w
hile a thick coat can be bought for five dollars, w

hich 
w

ill last as m
any years, thick pantaloons for tw

o dollars, cow
hide boots 

for a dollar and a half a pair, a sum
m

er hat for a quarter of a dollar, and a 
w

inter cap for sixty-tw
o and a half cents, or a better be m

ade at hom
e at 

a nom
inal cost, w

here is he so poor that, clad in such a suit, of his ow
n 

earning, there w
ill not be found w

ise m
en to do him

 reverence? 
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his fire, and m
any of the fruits are sufficiently cooked by its rays; w

hile 
Food generally is m

ore various, and m
ore easily obtained, and C

lothing 
and Shelter are w

holly or half unnecessary. A
t the present day, and in 

this country, as I find by m
y ow

n experience, a few
 im

plem
ents, a knife, 

an axe, a spade, a w
heelbarrow

, etc., and for the studious, lam
plight, 

stationery, and access to a few
 books, rank next to necessaries, and can 

all be obtained at a trifling cost. Yet som
e, not w

ise, go to the other side 
of the globe, to barbarous and unhealthy regions, and devote them

selves 
to trade for ten or tw

enty years, in order that they m
ay live —

 that is, 
keep com

fortably w
arm

 —
 and die in N

ew
 E

ngland at last. The 
luxuriously rich are not sim

ply kept com
fortably w

arm
, but unnaturally 

hot; as I im
plied before, they are cooked, of course a la m

ode. 

M
ost of the luxuries, and m

any of the so-called com
forts of life, are not 

only not indispensable, but positive hindrances to the elevation of 
m

ankind. W
ith respect to luxuries and com

forts, the w
isest have ever 

lived a m
ore sim

ple and m
eagre life than the poor. The ancient 

philosophers, C
hinese, H

indoo, Persian, and G
reek, w

ere a class than 
w

hich none has been poorer in outw
ard riches, none so rich in inw

ard. 
W

e know
 not m

uch about them
. It is rem

arkable that w
e know

 so m
uch 

of them
 as w

e do. The sam
e is true of the m

ore m
odern reform

ers and 
benefactors of their race. N

one can be an im
partial or w

ise observer of 
hum

an life but from
 the vantage ground of w

hat w
e should call voluntary 

poverty. O
f a life of luxury the fruit is luxury, w

hether in agriculture, or 
com

m
erce, or literature, or art. There are now

adays professors of 
philosophy, but not philosophers. Yet it is adm

irable to profess because 
it w

as once adm
irable to live. To be a philosopher is not m

erely to have 
subtle thoughts, nor even to found a school, but so to love w

isdom
 as to 

live according to its dictates, a life of sim
plicity, independence, 

m
agnanim

ity, and trust. It is to solve som
e of the problem

s of life, not 
only theoretically, but practically. The success of great scholars and 
thinkers is com

m
only a courtier-like success, not kingly, not m

anly. They 
m

ake shift to live m
erely by conform

ity, practically as their fathers did, 
and are in no sense the progenitors of a noble race of m

en. B
ut w

hy do 
m

en degenerate ever? W
hat m

akes fam
ilies run out? W

hat is the nature 
of the luxury w

hich enervates and destroys nations? A
re w

e sure that 
there is none of it in our ow

n lives? The philosopher is in advance of his 
age even in the outw

ard form
 of his life. H

e is not fed, sheltered, clothed, 
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te
st

s 
as

 th
is

 —
 W

ho
 c

ou
ld

 w
ea

r 
a 

pa
tc

h,
 o

r 
tw

o 
ex

tr
a 

se
am

s 
on

ly
, o

ve
r 

th
e 

kn
ee

? 
M

os
t b

eh
av

e 
as

 if
 th

ey
 b

el
ie

ve
d 

th
at

 th
ei

r 
pr

os
pe

ct
s 

fo
r 

lif
e 

w
ou

ld
 

be
 r

ui
ne

d 
if 

th
ey

 s
ho

ul
d 

do
 it

. I
t w

ou
ld

 b
e 

ea
si

er
 fo

r 
th

em
 to

 h
ob

bl
e 

to
 

to
w

n 
w

it
h 

a 
br

ok
en

 le
g 

th
an

 w
it

h 
a 

br
ok

en
 p

an
ta

lo
on

. O
ft

en
 if

 a
n 

ac
ci

de
nt

 h
ap

pe
ns

 to
 a

 g
en

tl
em

an
’s

 le
gs

, t
he

y 
ca

n 
be

 m
en

de
d;

 b
ut

 if
 a

 
si

m
ila

r 
ac

ci
de

nt
 h

ap
pe

ns
 to

 th
e 

le
gs

 o
f h

is
 p

an
ta

lo
on

s,
 th

er
e 

is
 n

o 
he

lp
 

fo
r 

it
; f

or
 h

e 
co

ns
id

er
s,

 n
ot

 w
ha

t i
s 

tr
ul

y 
re

sp
ec

ta
bl

e,
 b

ut
 w

ha
t i

s 
re

sp
ec

te
d.

 W
e 

kn
ow

 b
ut

 fe
w

 m
en

, a
 g

re
at

 m
an

y 
co

at
s 

an
d 

br
ee

ch
es

. 
D

re
ss

 a
 s

ca
re

cr
ow

 in
 y

ou
r 

la
st

 s
hi

ft
, y

ou
 s

ta
nd

in
g 

sh
ift

le
ss

 b
y,

 w
ho

 w
ou

ld
 

no
t s

oo
ne

st
 s

al
ut

e 
th

e 
sc

ar
ec

ro
w

? 
Pa

ss
in

g 
a 

co
rn

fie
ld

 th
e 

ot
he

r 
da

y,
 c

lo
se

 
by

 a
 h

at
 a

nd
 c

oa
t o

n 
a 

st
ak

e,
 I

 r
ec

og
ni

ze
d 

th
e 

ow
ne

r 
of

 th
e 

fa
rm

. H
e 

w
as

 
on

ly
 a

 li
tt

le
 m

or
e 

w
ea

th
er

-b
ea

te
n 

th
an

 w
he

n 
I 

sa
w

 h
im

 la
st

. I
 h

av
e 

he
ar

d 
of

 a
 d

og
 th

at
 b

ar
ke

d 
at

 e
ve

ry
 s

tr
an

ge
r 

w
ho

 a
pp

ro
ac

he
d 

hi
s 

m
as

te
r’

s 
pr

em
is

es
 w

it
h 

cl
ot

he
s 

on
, b

ut
 w

as
 e

as
ily

 q
ui

et
ed

 b
y 

a 
na

ke
d 

th
ie

f. 
It

 is
 a

n 
in

te
re

st
in

g 
qu

es
ti

on
 h

ow
 fa

r 
m

en
 w

ou
ld

 r
et

ai
n 

th
ei

r 
re

la
ti

ve
 r

an
k 

if 
th

ey
 

w
er

e 
di

ve
st

ed
 o

f t
he

ir
 c

lo
th

es
. C

ou
ld

 y
ou

, i
n 

su
ch

 a
 c

as
e,

 te
ll 

su
re

ly
 o

f a
ny

 
co

m
pa

ny
 o

f c
iv

ili
ze

d 
m

en
 w

hi
ch

 b
el

on
ge

d 
to

 th
e 

m
os

t r
es

pe
ct

ed
 c

la
ss

? 
W

he
n 

M
ad

am
 P

fe
iff

er
, i

n 
he

r 
ad

ve
nt

ur
ou

s 
tr

av
el

s 
ro

un
d 

th
e 

w
or

ld
, f

ro
m

 
ea

st
 to

 w
es

t, 
ha

d 
go

t s
o 

ne
ar

 h
om

e 
as

 A
si

at
ic

 R
us

si
a,

 s
he

 s
ay

s 
th

at
 s

he
 

fe
lt

 th
e 

ne
ce

ss
it

y 
of

 w
ea

ri
ng

 o
th

er
 th

an
 a

 tr
av

el
lin

g 
dr

es
s,

 w
he

n 
sh

e 
w

en
t 

to
 m

ee
t t

he
 a

ut
ho

ri
ti

es
, f

or
 s

he
 “

w
as

 n
ow

 in
 a

 c
iv

ili
ze

d 
co

un
tr

y,
 w

he
re

 . 
. .

 
pe

op
le

 a
re

 ju
dg

ed
 o

f b
y 

th
ei

r 
cl

ot
he

s.
” 

E
ve

n 
in

 o
ur

 d
em

oc
ra

ti
c 

N
ew

 
E

ng
la

nd
 to

w
ns

 th
e 

ac
ci

de
nt

al
 p

os
se

ss
io

n 
of

 w
ea

lt
h,

 a
nd

 it
s 

m
an

ife
st

at
io

n 
in

 d
re

ss
 a

nd
 e

qu
ip

ag
e 

al
on

e,
 o

bt
ai

n 
fo

r 
th

e 
po

ss
es

so
r 

al
m

os
t u

ni
ve

rs
al

 
re

sp
ec

t. 
B

ut
 th

ey
 y

ie
ld

 s
uc

h 
re

sp
ec

t, 
nu

m
er

ou
s 

as
 th

ey
 a

re
, a

re
 s

o 
fa

r 
he

at
he

n,
 a

nd
 n

ee
d 

to
 h

av
e 

a 
m

is
si

on
ar

y 
se

nt
 to

 th
em

. B
es

id
e,

 c
lo

th
es

 
in

tr
od

uc
ed

 s
ew

in
g,

 a
 k

in
d 

of
 w

or
k 

w
hi

ch
 y

ou
 m

ay
 c

al
l e

nd
le

ss
; a

 
w

om
an

’s
 d

re
ss

, a
t l

ea
st

, i
s 

ne
ve

r 
do

ne
. 

A
 m

an
 w

ho
 h

as
 a

t l
en

gt
h 

fo
un

d 
so

m
et

hi
ng

 to
 d

o 
w

ill
 n

ot
 n

ee
d 

to
 g

et
 a

 
ne

w
 s

ui
t t

o 
do

 it
 in

; f
or

 h
im

 th
e 

ol
d 

w
ill

 d
o,

 th
at

 h
as

 la
in

 d
us

ty
 in

 th
e 

ga
rr

et
 fo

r 
an

 in
de

te
rm

in
at

e 
pe

ri
od

. O
ld

 s
ho

es
 w

ill
 s

er
ve

 a
 h

er
o 

lo
ng

er
 

th
an

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
se

rv
ed

 h
is

 v
al

et
 —

 if
 a

 h
er

o 
ev

er
 h

as
 a

 v
al

et
 —

 b
ar

e 
fe

et
 

ar
e 

ol
de

r 
th

an
 s

ho
es

, a
nd

 h
e 

ca
n 

m
ak

e 
th

em
 d

o.
 O

nl
y 

th
ey

 w
ho

 g
o 

to
 

so
ir

es
 a

nd
 le

gi
sl

at
iv

e 
ba

lls
 m

us
t h

av
e 

ne
w

 c
oa

ts
, c

oa
ts

 to
 c

ha
ng

e 
as

 o
ft

en
 

as
 th

e 
m

an
 c

ha
ng

es
 in

 th
em

. B
ut

 if
 m

y 
ja

ck
et

 a
nd

 tr
ou

se
rs

, m
y 

ha
t a

nd
 

sh
oe

s,
 a

re
 fi

t t
o 

w
or

sh
ip

 G
od

 in
, t

he
y 

w
ill

 d
o;

 w
ill

 th
ey

 n
ot

? 
W

ho
 e

ve
r 

sa
w

 
hi

s 
ol

d 
cl

ot
he

s 
—

 h
is

 o
ld

 c
oa

t, 
ac

tu
al

ly
 w

or
n 

ou
t, 

re
so

lv
ed

 in
to

 it
s 
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w
ar

m
ed

, l
ik

e 
hi

s 
co

nt
em

po
ra

ri
es

. H
ow

 c
an

 a
 m

an
 b

e 
a 

ph
ilo

so
ph

er
 a

nd
 

no
t m

ai
nt

ai
n 

hi
s 

vi
ta

l h
ea

t b
y 

be
tt

er
 m

et
ho

ds
 th

an
 o

th
er

 m
en

? 

W
he

n 
a 

m
an

 is
 w

ar
m

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
se

ve
ra

l m
od

es
 w

hi
ch

 I
 h

av
e 

de
sc

ri
be

d,
 

w
ha

t d
oe

s 
he

 w
an

t n
ex

t?
 S

ur
el

y 
no

t m
or

e 
w

ar
m

th
 o

f t
he

 s
am

e 
ki

nd
, a

s 
m

or
e 

an
d 

ri
ch

er
 fo

od
, l

ar
ge

r 
an

d 
m

or
e 

sp
le

nd
id

 h
ou

se
s,

 fi
ne

r 
an

d 
m

or
e 

ab
un

da
nt

 c
lo

th
in

g,
 m

or
e 

nu
m

er
ou

s,
 in

ce
ss

an
t, 

an
d 

ho
tt

er
 fi

re
s,

 a
nd

 th
e 

lik
e.

 W
he

n 
he

 h
as

 o
bt

ai
ne

d 
th

os
e 

th
in

gs
 w

hi
ch

 a
re

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 to

 li
fe

, t
he

re
 

is
 a

no
th

er
 a

lt
er

na
ti

ve
 th

an
 to

 o
bt

ai
n 

th
e 

su
pe

rf
lu

it
ie

s;
 a

nd
 th

at
 is

, t
o 

ad
ve

nt
ur

e 
on

 li
fe

 n
ow

, h
is

 v
ac

at
io

n 
fr

om
 h

um
bl

er
 to

il 
ha

vi
ng

 
co

m
m

en
ce

d.
 T

he
 s

oi
l, 

it
 a

pp
ea

rs
, i

s 
su

it
ed

 to
 th

e 
se

ed
, f

or
 it

 h
as

 s
en

t i
ts

 
ra

di
cl

e 
do

w
nw

ar
d,

 a
nd

 it
 m

ay
 n

ow
 s

en
d 

it
s 

sh
oo

t u
pw

ar
d 

al
so

 w
it

h 
co

nf
id

en
ce

. W
hy

 h
as

 m
an

 r
oo

te
d 

hi
m

se
lf 

th
us

 fi
rm

ly
 in

 th
e 

ea
rt

h,
 b

ut
 

th
at

 h
e 

m
ay

 r
is

e 
in

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
pr

op
or

ti
on

 in
to

 th
e 

he
av

en
s 

ab
ov

e?
 —

 fo
r 

th
e 

no
bl

er
 p

la
nt

s 
ar

e 
va

lu
ed

 fo
r 

th
e 

fr
ui

t t
he

y 
be

ar
 a

t l
as

t i
n 

th
e 

ai
r 

an
d 

lig
ht

, f
ar

 fr
om

 th
e 

gr
ou

nd
, a

nd
 a

re
 n

ot
 tr

ea
te

d 
lik

e 
th

e 
hu

m
bl

er
 

es
cu

le
nt

s,
 w

hi
ch

, t
ho

ug
h 

th
ey

 m
ay

 b
e 

bi
en

ni
al

s,
 a

re
 c

ul
ti

va
te

d 
on

ly
 ti

ll 
th

ey
 h

av
e 

pe
rf

ec
te

d 
th

ei
r 

ro
ot

, a
nd

 o
ft

en
 c

ut
 d

ow
n 

at
 to

p 
fo

r 
th

is
 

pu
rp

os
e,

 s
o 

th
at

 m
os

t w
ou

ld
 n

ot
 k

no
w

 th
em

 in
 th

ei
r 

flo
w

er
in

g 
se

as
on

. 

I 
do

 n
ot

 m
ea

n 
to

 p
re

sc
ri

be
 r

ul
es

 to
 s

tr
on

g 
an

d 
va

lia
nt

 n
at

ur
es

, w
ho

 w
ill

 
m

in
d 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
af

fa
ir

s 
w

he
th

er
 in

 h
ea

ve
n 

or
 h

el
l, 

an
d 

pe
rc

ha
nc

e 
bu

ild
 

m
or

e 
m

ag
ni

fic
en

tl
y 

an
d 

sp
en

d 
m

or
e 

la
vi

sh
ly

 th
an

 th
e 

ri
ch

es
t, 

w
it

ho
ut

 
ev

er
 im

po
ve

ri
sh

in
g 

th
em

se
lv

es
, n

ot
 k

no
w

in
g 

ho
w

 th
ey

 li
ve

 —
 if

, i
nd

ee
d,

 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

an
y 

su
ch

, a
s 

ha
s 

be
en

 d
re

am
ed

; n
or

 to
 th

os
e 

w
ho

 fi
nd

 th
ei

r 
en

co
ur

ag
em

en
t a

nd
 in

sp
ir

at
io

n 
in

 p
re

ci
se

ly
 th

e 
pr

es
en

t c
on

di
ti

on
 o

f 
th

in
gs

, a
nd

 c
he

ri
sh

 it
 w

it
h 

th
e 

fo
nd

ne
ss

 a
nd

 e
nt

hu
si

as
m

 o
f l

ov
er

s 
—

 a
nd

, 
to

 s
om

e 
ex

te
nt

, I
 r

ec
ko

n 
m

ys
el

f i
n 

th
is

 n
um

be
r;

 I
 d

o 
no

t s
pe

ak
 to

 th
os

e 
w

ho
 a

re
 w

el
l e

m
pl

oy
ed

, i
n 

w
ha

te
ve

r 
ci

rc
um

st
an

ce
s,

 a
nd

 th
ey

 k
no

w
 

w
he

th
er

 th
ey

 a
re

 w
el

l e
m

pl
oy

ed
 o

r 
no

t;
 —

 b
ut

 m
ai

nl
y 

to
 th

e 
m

as
s 

of
 m

en
 

w
ho

 a
re

 d
is

co
nt

en
te

d,
 a

nd
 id

ly
 c

om
pl

ai
ni

ng
 o

f t
he

 h
ar

dn
es

s 
of

 th
ei

r 
lo

t 
or

 o
f t

he
 ti

m
es

, w
he

n 
th

ey
 m

ig
ht

 im
pr

ov
e 

th
em

. T
he

re
 a

re
 s

om
e 

w
ho

 
co

m
pl

ai
n 

m
os

t e
ne

rg
et

ic
al

ly
 a

nd
 in

co
ns

ol
ab

ly
 o

f a
ny

, b
ec

au
se

 th
ey

 a
re

, 
as

 th
ey

 s
ay

, d
oi

ng
 th

ei
r 

du
ty

. I
 a

ls
o 

ha
ve

 in
 m

y 
m

in
d 

th
at

 s
ee

m
in

gl
y 

w
ea

lt
hy

, b
ut

 m
os

t t
er

ri
bl

y 
im

po
ve

ri
sh

ed
 c

la
ss

 o
f a

ll,
 w

ho
 h

av
e 

ac
cu

m
ul

at
ed

 d
ro

ss
, b

ut
 k

no
w

 n
ot

 h
ow

 to
 u

se
 it

, o
r 

ge
t r

id
 o

f i
t, 

an
d 

th
us

 
ha

ve
 fo

rg
ed

 th
ei

r 
ow

n 
go

ld
en

 o
r 

si
lv

er
 fe

tt
er

s.
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for by the error of som
e calculator the vessel often splits upon a rock that 

should have reached a friendly pier —
 there is the untold fate of La 

Prouse; —
 universal science to be kept pace w

ith, studying the lives of all 
great discoverers and navigators, great adventurers and m

erchants, from
 

H
anno and the Phoenicians dow

n to our day; in fine, account of stock to 
be taken from

 tim
e to tim

e, to know
 how

 you stand. It is a labor to task 
the faculties of a m

an —
 such problem

s of profit and loss, of interest, of 
tare and tret, and gauging of all kinds in it, as dem

and a universal 
know

ledge. 

I have thought that W
alden Pond w

ould be a good place for business, not 
solely on account of the railroad and the ice trade; it offers advantages 
w

hich it m
ay not be good policy to divulge; it is a good port and a good 

foundation. N
o N

eva m
arshes to be filled; though you m

ust everyw
here 

build on piles of your ow
n driving. It is said that a flood-tide, w

ith a 
w

esterly w
ind, and ice in the N

eva, w
ould sw

eep St. Petersburg from
 the 

face of the earth. 

A
s this business w

as to be entered into w
ithout the usual capital, it m

ay 
not be easy to conjecture w

here those m
eans, that w

ill still be 
indispensable to every such undertaking, w

ere to be obtained. A
s for 

C
lothing, to com

e at once to the practical part of the question, perhaps 
w

e are led oftener by the love of novelty and a regard for the opinions of 
m

en, in procuring it, than by a true utility. Let him
 w

ho has w
ork to do 

recollect that the object of clothing is, first, to retain the vital heat, and 
secondly, in this state of society, to cover nakedness, and he m

ay judge 
how

 m
uch of any necessary or im

portant w
ork m

ay be accom
plished 

w
ithout adding to his w

ardrobe. K
ings and queens w

ho w
ear a suit but 

once, though m
ade by som

e tailor or dressm
aker to their m

ajesties, 
cannot know

 the com
fort of w

earing a suit that fits. They are no better 
than w

ooden horses to hang the clean clothes on. E
very day our 

garm
ents becom

e m
ore assim

ilated to ourselves, receiving the im
press of 

the w
earer’s character, until w

e hesitate to lay them
 aside w

ithout such 
delay and m

edical appliances and som
e such solem

nity even as our 
bodies. N

o m
an ever stood the low

er in m
y estim

ation for having a patch 
in his clothes; yet I am

 sure that there is greater anxiety, com
m

only, to 
have fashionable, or at least clean and unpatched clothes, than to have a 
sound conscience. B

ut even if the rent is not m
ended, perhaps the w

orst 
vice betrayed is im

providence. I som
etim

es try m
y acquaintances by such 

14

If I should attem
pt to tell how

 I have desired to spend m
y life in years 

past, it w
ould probably surprise those of m

y readers w
ho are som

ew
hat 

acquainted w
ith its actual history; it w

ould certainly astonish those w
ho 

know
 nothing about it. I w

ill only hint at som
e of the enterprises w

hich I 
have cherished. 

In any w
eather, at any hour of the day or night, I have been anxious to 

im
prove the nick of tim

e, and notch it on m
y stick too; to stand on the 

m
eeting of tw

o eternities, the past and future, w
hich is precisely the 

present m
om

ent; to toe that line. You w
ill pardon som

e obscurities, for 
there are m

ore secrets in m
y trade than in m

ost m
en’s, and yet not 

voluntarily kept, but inseparable from
 its very nature. I w

ould gladly tell 
all that I know

 about it, and never paint “N
o A

dm
ittance” on m

y gate. 

I long ago lost a hound, a bay horse, and a turtle dove, and am
 still on 

their trail. M
any are the travellers I have spoken concerning them

, 
describing their tracks and w

hat calls they answ
ered to. I have m

et one 
or tw

o w
ho had heard the hound, and the tram

p of the horse, and even 
seen the dove disappear behind a cloud, and they seem

ed as anxious to 
recover them

 as if they had lost them
 them

selves. 

To anticipate, not the sunrise and the daw
n m

erely, but, if possible, 
N

ature herself! H
ow

 m
any m

ornings, sum
m

er and w
inter, before yet any 

neighbor w
as stirring about his business, have I been about m

ine! N
o 

doubt, m
any of m

y tow
nsm

en have m
et m

e returning from
 this 

enterprise, farm
ers starting for B

oston in the tw
ilight, or w

oodchoppers 
going to their w

ork. It is true, I never assisted the sun m
aterially in his 

rising, but, doubt not, it w
as of the last im

portance only to be present at 
it. 

So m
any autum

n, ay, and w
inter days, spent outside the tow

n, trying to 
hear w

hat w
as in the w

ind, to hear and carry it express! I w
ell-nigh sunk 

all m
y capital in it, and lost m

y ow
n breath into the bargain, running in 

the face of it. If it had concerned either of the political parties, depend 
upon it, it w

ould have appeared in the G
azette w

ith the earliest 
intelligence. A

t other tim
es w

atching from
 the observatory of som

e cliff 
or tree, to telegraph any new

 arrival; or w
aiting at evening on the hill-

tops for the sky to fall, that I m
ight catch som

ething, though I never 
caught m

uch, and that, m
anna-w

ise, w
ould dissolve again in the sun. 
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hi
s 

w
hi

le
 to

 b
uy

. I
 to

o 
ha

d 
w

ov
en

 a
 k

in
d 

of
 b

as
ke

t o
f a

 d
el

ic
at

e 
te

xt
ur

e,
 

bu
t I

 h
ad

 n
ot

 m
ad

e 
it

 w
or

th
 a

ny
 o

ne
’s

 w
hi

le
 to

 b
uy

 th
em

. Y
et

 n
ot

 th
e 

le
ss

, 
in

 m
y 

ca
se

, d
id

 I
 th

in
k 

it
 w

or
th

 m
y 

w
hi

le
 to

 w
ea

ve
 th

em
, a

nd
 in

st
ea

d 
of

 
st

ud
yi

ng
 h

ow
 to

 m
ak

e 
it

 w
or

th
 m

en
’s

 w
hi

le
 to

 b
uy

 m
y 

ba
sk

et
s,

 I
 s

tu
di

ed
 

ra
th

er
 h

ow
 to

 a
vo

id
 th

e 
ne

ce
ss

it
y 

of
 s

el
lin

g 
th

em
. T

he
 li

fe
 w

hi
ch

 m
en

 
pr

ai
se

 a
nd

 r
eg

ar
d 

as
 s

uc
ce

ss
fu

l i
s 

bu
t o

ne
 k

in
d.

 W
hy

 s
ho

ul
d 

w
e 

ex
ag

ge
ra

te
 a

ny
 o

ne
 k

in
d 

at
 th

e 
ex

pe
ns

e 
of

 th
e 

ot
he

rs
? 

Fi
nd

in
g 

th
at

 m
y 

fe
llo

w
-c

it
iz

en
s 

w
er

e 
no

t l
ik

el
y 

to
 o

ff
er

 m
e 

an
y 

ro
om

 in
 

th
e 

co
ur

t h
ou

se
, o

r 
an

y 
cu

ra
cy

 o
r 

liv
in

g 
an

yw
he

re
 e

ls
e,

 b
ut

 I
 m

us
t s

hi
ft

 
fo

r 
m

ys
el

f, 
I 

tu
rn

ed
 m

y 
fa

ce
 m

or
e 

ex
cl

us
iv

el
y 

th
an

 e
ve

r 
to

 th
e 

w
oo

ds
, 

w
he

re
 I

 w
as

 b
et

te
r 

kn
ow

n.
 I

 d
et

er
m

in
ed

 to
 g

o 
in

to
 b

us
in

es
s 

at
 o

nc
e,

 a
nd

 
no

t w
ai

t t
o 

ac
qu

ir
e 

th
e 

us
ua

l c
ap

it
al

, u
si

ng
 s

uc
h 

sl
en

de
r 

m
ea

ns
 a

s 
I 

ha
d 

al
re

ad
y 

go
t. 

M
y 

pu
rp

os
e 

in
 g

oi
ng

 to
 W

al
de

n 
Po

nd
 w

as
 n

ot
 to

 li
ve

 c
he

ap
ly

 
no

r 
to

 li
ve

 d
ea

rl
y 

th
er

e,
 b

ut
 to

 tr
an

sa
ct

 s
om

e 
pr

iv
at

e 
bu

si
ne

ss
 w

it
h 

th
e 

fe
w

es
t o

bs
ta

cl
es

; t
o 

be
 h

in
de

re
d 

fr
om

 a
cc

om
pl

is
hi

ng
 w

hi
ch

 fo
r 

w
an

t o
f a

 
lit

tl
e 

co
m

m
on

 s
en

se
, a

 li
tt

le
 e

nt
er

pr
is

e 
an

d 
bu

si
ne

ss
 ta

le
nt

, a
pp

ea
re

d 
no

t 
so

 s
ad

 a
s 

fo
ol

is
h.

 

I 
ha

ve
 a

lw
ay

s 
en

de
av

or
ed

 to
 a

cq
ui

re
 s

tr
ic

t b
us

in
es

s 
ha

bi
ts

; t
he

y 
ar

e 
in

di
sp

en
sa

bl
e 

to
 e

ve
ry

 m
an

. I
f y

ou
r 

tr
ad

e 
is

 w
it

h 
th

e 
C

el
es

ti
al

 E
m

pi
re

, 
th

en
 s

om
e 

sm
al

l c
ou

nt
in

g 
ho

us
e 

on
 th

e 
co

as
t, 

in
 s

om
e 

Sa
le

m
 h

ar
bo

r,
 w

ill
 

be
 fi

xt
ur

e 
en

ou
gh

. Y
ou

 w
ill

 e
xp

or
t s

uc
h 

ar
ti

cl
es

 a
s 

th
e 

co
un

tr
y 

af
fo

rd
s,

 
pu

re
ly

 n
at

iv
e 

pr
od

uc
ts

, m
uc

h 
ic

e 
an

d 
pi

ne
 ti

m
be

r 
an

d 
a 

lit
tl

e 
gr

an
it

e,
 

al
w

ay
s 

in
 n

at
iv

e 
bo

tt
om

s.
 T

he
se

 w
ill

 b
e 

go
od

 v
en

tu
re

s.
 T

o 
ov

er
se

e 
al

l t
he

 
de

ta
ils

 y
ou

rs
el

f i
n 

pe
rs

on
; t

o 
be

 a
t o

nc
e 

pi
lo

t a
nd

 c
ap

ta
in

, a
nd

 o
w

ne
r 

an
d 

un
de

rw
ri

te
r;

 to
 b

uy
 a

nd
 s

el
l a

nd
 k

ee
p 

th
e 

ac
co

un
ts

; t
o 

re
ad

 e
ve

ry
 le

tt
er

 
re

ce
iv

ed
, a

nd
 w

ri
te

 o
r 

re
ad

 e
ve

ry
 le

tt
er

 s
en

t;
 to

 s
up

er
in

te
nd

 th
e 

di
sc

ha
rg

e 
of

 im
po

rt
s 

ni
gh

t a
nd

 d
ay

; t
o 

be
 u

po
n 

m
an

y 
pa

rt
s 

of
 th

e 
co

as
t a

lm
os

t a
t 

th
e 

sa
m

e 
ti

m
e 

—
 o

ft
en

 th
e 

ri
ch

es
t f

re
ig

ht
 w

ill
 b

e 
di

sc
ha

rg
ed

 u
po

n 
a 

Je
rs

ey
 s

ho
re

; —
 to

 b
e 

yo
ur

 o
w

n 
te

le
gr

ap
h,

 u
nw

ea
ri

ed
ly

 s
w

ee
pi

ng
 th

e 
ho

ri
zo

n,
 s

pe
ak

in
g 

al
l p

as
si

ng
 v

es
se

ls
 b

ou
nd

 c
oa

st
w

is
e;

 to
 k

ee
p 

up
 a

 
st

ea
dy

 d
es

pa
tc

h 
of

 c
om

m
od

it
ie

s,
 fo

r 
th

e 
su

pp
ly

 o
f s

uc
h 

a 
di

st
an

t a
nd

 
ex

or
bi

ta
nt

 m
ar

ke
t;

 to
 k

ee
p 

yo
ur

se
lf 

in
fo

rm
ed

 o
f t

he
 s

ta
te

 o
f t

he
 m

ar
ke

ts
, 

pr
os

pe
ct

s 
of

 w
ar

 a
nd

 p
ea

ce
 e

ve
ry

w
he

re
, a

nd
 a

nt
ic

ip
at

e 
th

e 
te

nd
en

ci
es

 o
f 

tr
ad

e 
an

d 
ci

vi
liz

at
io

n 
—

 ta
ki

ng
 a

dv
an

ta
ge

 o
f t

he
 r

es
ul

ts
 o

f a
ll 

ex
pl

or
in

g 
ex

pe
di

ti
on

s,
 u

si
ng

 n
ew

 p
as

sa
ge

s 
an

d 
al

l i
m

pr
ov

em
en

ts
 in

 n
av

ig
at

io
n;

 —
 

ch
ar

ts
 to

 b
e 

st
ud

ie
d,

 th
e 

po
si

ti
on

 o
f r

ee
fs

 a
nd

 n
ew

 li
gh

ts
 a

nd
 b

uo
ys

 to
 b

e 
as

ce
rt

ai
ne

d,
 a

nd
 e

ve
r,

 a
nd

 e
ve

r,
 th

e 
lo

ga
ri

th
m

ic
 ta

bl
es

 to
 b

e 
co

rr
ec

te
d,
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Fo
r 

a 
lo

ng
 ti

m
e 

I 
w

as
 r

ep
or

te
r 

to
 a

 jo
ur

na
l, 

of
 n

o 
ve

ry
 w

id
e 

ci
rc

ul
at

io
n,

 
w

ho
se

 e
di

to
r 

ha
s 

ne
ve

r 
ye

t s
ee

n 
fit

 to
 p

ri
nt

 th
e 

bu
lk

 o
f m

y 
co

nt
ri

bu
ti

on
s,

 
an

d,
 a

s 
is

 to
o 

co
m

m
on

 w
it

h 
w

ri
te

rs
, I

 g
ot

 o
nl

y 
m

y 
la

bo
r 

fo
r 

m
y 

pa
in

s.
 

H
ow

ev
er

, i
n 

th
is

 c
as

e 
m

y 
pa

in
s 

w
er

e 
th

ei
r 

ow
n 

re
w

ar
d.

 

Fo
r 

m
an

y 
ye

ar
s 

I 
w

as
 s

el
f-

ap
po

in
te

d 
in

sp
ec

to
r 

of
 s

no
w

-s
to

rm
s 

an
d 

ra
in

-
st

or
m

s,
 a

nd
 d

id
 m

y 
du

ty
 fa

it
hf

ul
ly

; s
ur

ve
yo

r,
 if

 n
ot

 o
f h

ig
hw

ay
s,

 th
en

 o
f 

fo
re

st
 p

at
hs

 a
nd

 a
ll 

ac
ro

ss
-l

ot
 r

ou
te

s,
 k

ee
pi

ng
 th

em
 o

pe
n,

 a
nd

 r
av

in
es

 
br

id
ge

d 
an

d 
pa

ss
ab

le
 a

t a
ll 

se
as

on
s,

 w
he

re
 th

e 
pu

bl
ic

 h
ee

l h
ad

 te
st

ifi
ed

 to
 

th
ei

r 
ut

ili
ty

. 

I 
ha

ve
 lo

ok
ed

 a
ft

er
 th

e 
w

ild
 s

to
ck

 o
f t

he
 to

w
n,

 w
hi

ch
 g

iv
e 

a 
fa

it
hf

ul
 

he
rd

sm
an

 a
 g

oo
d 

de
al

 o
f t

ro
ub

le
 b

y 
le

ap
in

g 
fe

nc
es

; a
nd

 I
 h

av
e 

ha
d 

an
 e

ye
 

to
 th

e 
un

fr
eq

ue
nt

ed
 n

oo
ks

 a
nd

 c
or

ne
rs

 o
f t

he
 fa

rm
; t

ho
ug

h 
I 

di
d 

no
t 

al
w

ay
s 

kn
ow

 w
he

th
er

 J
on

as
 o

r 
So

lo
m

on
 w

or
ke

d 
in

 a
 p

ar
ti

cu
la

r 
fie

ld
 to

-
da

y;
 th

at
 w

as
 n

on
e 

of
 m

y 
bu

si
ne

ss
. I

 h
av

e 
w

at
er

ed
 th

e 
re

d 
hu

ck
le

be
rr

y,
 

th
e 

sa
nd

 c
he

rr
y 

an
d 

th
e 

ne
tt

le
-t

re
e,

 th
e 

re
d 

pi
ne

 a
nd

 th
e 

bl
ac

k 
as

h,
 th

e 
w

hi
te

 g
ra

pe
 a

nd
 th

e 
ye

llo
w

 v
io

le
t, 

w
hi

ch
 m

ig
ht

 h
av

e 
w

it
he

re
d 

el
se

 in
 d

ry
 

se
as

on
s.

 

In
 s

ho
rt

, I
 w

en
t o

n 
th

us
 fo

r 
a 

lo
ng

 ti
m

e 
(I

 m
ay

 s
ay

 it
 w

it
ho

ut
 b

oa
st

in
g)

, 
fa

it
hf

ul
ly

 m
in

di
ng

 m
y 

bu
si

ne
ss

, t
ill

 it
 b

ec
am

e 
m

or
e 

an
d 

m
or

e 
ev

id
en

t 
th

at
 m

y 
to

w
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m
en
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 n
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ft
er

 a
ll 
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m

it
 m

e 
in

to
 th

e 
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t o
f t

ow
n 

of
fic

er
s,

 n
or

 m
ak

e 
m

y 
pl

ac
e 

a 
si

ne
cu

re
 w

it
h 

a 
m

od
er

at
e 

al
lo

w
an

ce
. M

y 
ac

co
un

ts
, w

hi
ch

 I
 c

an
 s

w
ea

r 
to

 h
av

e 
ke

pt
 fa

it
hf

ul
ly

, I
 h

av
e,

 in
de

ed
, n

ev
er

 
go

t a
ud

it
ed

, s
ti

ll 
le

ss
 a

cc
ep

te
d,

 s
ti

ll 
le

ss
 p

ai
d 

an
d 

se
tt

le
d.

 H
ow

ev
er

, I
 h

av
e 

no
t s

et
 m

y 
he

ar
t o

n 
th

at
. 

N
ot

 lo
ng

 s
in

ce
, a

 s
tr

ol
lin

g 
In

di
an

 w
en

t t
o 

se
ll 

ba
sk

et
s 

at
 th

e 
ho

us
e 

of
 a

 
w

el
l-

kn
ow

n 
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w
ye

r 
in

 m
y 

ne
ig

hb
or

ho
od

. “
D

o 
yo

u 
w

is
h 

to
 b

uy
 a

ny
 

ba
sk

et
s?

” 
he

 a
sk

ed
. “

N
o,

 w
e 

do
 n

ot
 w

an
t a

ny
,”

 w
as

 th
e 

re
pl

y.
 “

W
ha

t!
” 

ex
cl

ai
m

ed
 th

e 
In

di
an

 a
s 

he
 w

en
t o

ut
 th

e 
ga

te
, “

do
 y

ou
 m

ea
n 

to
 s

ta
rv

e 
us

?”
 H

av
in

g 
se

en
 h

is
 in

du
st

ri
ou

s 
w

hi
te

 n
ei

gh
bo

rs
 s

o 
w

el
l o

ff
 —

 th
at

 th
e 

la
w

ye
r 

ha
d 

on
ly

 to
 w

ea
ve

 a
rg

um
en

ts
, a

nd
, b

y 
so

m
e 

m
ag

ic
, w

ea
lt

h 
an
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ten cents in the w
orld, and it surpassed m

y arithm
etic to tell, if I w

as that 
m

an w
ho had ten cents, or w

ho had a farm
, or ten dollars, or all together. 

H
ow

ever, I let him
 keep the ten dollars and the farm

 too, for I had 
carried it far enough; or rather, to be generous, I sold him

 the farm
 for 

just w
hat I gave for it, and, as he w

as not a rich m
an, m

ade him
 a present 

of ten dollars, and still had m
y ten cents, and seeds, and m

aterials for a 
w

heelbarrow
 left. I found thus that I had been a rich m

an w
ithout any 

dam
age to m

y poverty. B
ut I retained the landscape, and I have since 

annually carried off w
hat it yielded w

ithout a w
heelbarrow

. W
ith respect 

to landscapes, 

“I am
 m

onarch of all I survey, 
M

y right there is none to dispute.” 

I have frequently seen a poet w
ithdraw

, having enjoyed the m
ost 

valuable part of a farm
, w

hile the crusty farm
er supposed that he had got 

a few
 w

ild apples only. W
hy, the ow

ner does not know
 it for m

any years 
w

hen a poet has put his farm
 in rhym

e, the m
ost adm

irable kind of 
invisible fence, has fairly im

pounded it, m
ilked it, skim

m
ed it, and got all 

the cream
, and left the farm

er only the skim
m

ed m
ilk. 

The real attractions of the H
ollow

ell farm
, to m

e, w
ere: its com

plete 
retirem

ent, being, about tw
o m

iles from
 the village, half a m

ile from
 the 

nearest neighbor, and separated from
 the highw

ay by a broad field; its 
bounding on the river, w

hich the ow
ner said protected it by its fogs from

 
frosts in the spring, though that w

as nothing to m
e; the gray color and 

ruinous state of the house and barn, and the dilapidated fences, w
hich 

put such an interval betw
een m

e and the last occupant; the hollow
 and 

lichen-covered apple trees, naw
ed by rabbits, show

ing w
hat kind of 

neighbors I should have; but above all, the recollection I had of it from
 

m
y earliest voyages up the river, w

hen the house w
as concealed behind a 

dense grove of red m
aples, through w

hich I heard the house-dog bark. I 
w

as in haste to buy it, before the proprietor finished getting out som
e 

rocks, cutting dow
n the hollow

 apple trees, and grubbing up som
e young 

birches w
hich had sprung up in the pasture, or, in short, had m

ade any 
m

ore of his im
provem

ents. To enjoy these advantages I w
as ready to 

carry it on; like A
tlas, to take the w

orld on m
y shoulders —

 I never heard 
w

hat com
pensation he received for that —

 and do all those things w
hich 

had no other m
otive or excuse but that I m

ight pay for it and be 
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pond-hole in order to sw
ell the w

ood, I saw
 a striped snake run into the 

w
ater, and he lay on the bottom

, apparently w
ithout inconvenience, as 

long as I stayed there, or m
ore than a quarter of an hour; perhaps 

because he had not yet fairly com
e out of the torpid state. It appeared to 

m
e that for a like reason m

en rem
ain in their present low

 and prim
itive 

condition; but if they should feel the influence of the spring of springs 
arousing them

, they w
ould of necessity rise to a higher and m

ore ethereal 
life. I had previously seen the snakes in frosty m

ornings in m
y path w

ith 
portions of their bodies still num

b and inflexible, w
aiting for the sun to 

thaw
 them

. O
n the 1st of A

pril it rained and m
elted the ice, and in the 

early part of the day, w
hich w

as very foggy, I heard a stray goose groping 
about over the pond and cackling as if lost, or like the spirit of the fog. 

So I w
ent on for som

e days cutting and hew
ing tim

ber, and also studs 
and rafters, all w

ith m
y narrow

 axe, not having m
any com

m
unicable or 

scholar-like thoughts, singing to m
yself, —

 

M
en say they know

 m
any things; 

B
ut lo! they have taken w

ings —
 

The arts and sciences, 
A

nd a thousand appliances; 
The w

ind that blow
s 

Is all that any body know
s. 

I hew
ed the m

ain tim
bers six inches square, m

ost of the studs on tw
o 

sides only, and the rafters and floor tim
bers on one side, leaving the rest 

of the bark on, so that they w
ere just as straight and m

uch stronger than 
saw

ed ones. E
ach stick w

as carefully m
ortised or tenoned by its stum

p, 
for I had borrow

ed other tools by this tim
e. M

y days in the w
oods w

ere 
not very long ones; yet I usually carried m

y dinner of bread and butter, 
and read the new

spaper in w
hich it w

as w
rapped, at noon, sitting am

id 
the green pine boughs w

hich I had cut off, and to m
y bread w

as im
parted 

som
e of their fragrance, for m

y hands w
ere covered w

ith a thick coat of 
pitch. B

efore I had done I w
as m

ore the friend than the foe of the pine 
tree, though I had cut dow

n som
e of them

, having becom
e better 

acquainted w
ith it. Som

etim
es a ram

bler in the w
ood w

as attracted by 
the sound of m

y axe, and w
e chatted pleasantly over the chips w

hich I 
had m

ade. 
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af
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rw

ar
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 tr
od

 in
 a

 tr
ap

 s
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 fo
r 

w
oo
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hu

ck
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nd
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o 
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ca

m
e 

a 
de

ad
 c

at
 a

t 
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. 

I 
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w
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g 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

m
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ng

, d
ra

w
in

g 
th

e 
na

ils
, a

nd
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m
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 th
e 
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nd

-s
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e 
by
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m
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l c
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tl

oa
ds

, s
pr

ea
di

ng
 th

e 
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ar
ds
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n 

th
e 
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s 
th

er
e 

to
 b

le
ac

h 
an

d 
w

ar
p 

ba
ck

 a
ga

in
 in

 th
e 

su
n.

 O
ne

 e
ar

ly
 

th
ru

sh
 g

av
e 

m
e 

a 
no

te
 o

r 
tw

o 
as

 I
 d

ro
ve

 a
lo

ng
 th

e 
w

oo
dl

an
d 

pa
th

. I
 w

as
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N
urses som

e lazy or pedantic virtue 
In the cheap sunshine or by shady springs, 
W

ith roots and pot-herbs; w
here thy right hand, 

Tearing those hum
ane passions from

 the m
ind, 

U
pon w

hose stocks fair bloom
ing virtues flourish, 

D
egradeth nature, and benum

beth sense, 
A

nd, G
orgon-like, turns active m

en to stone. 
W

e not require the dull society 
O

f your necessitated tem
perance, 

O
r that unnatural stupidity 

That know
s nor joy nor sorrow

; nor your forc’d 
Falsely exalted passive fortitude 
A

bove the active. This low
 abject brood, 

That fix their seats in m
ediocrity, 

B
ecom

e your servile m
inds; but w

e advance 
Such virtues only as adm

it excess, 
B

rave, bounteous acts, regal m
agnificence, 

A
ll-seeing prudence, m

agnanim
ity 

That know
s no bound, and that heroic virtue 

For w
hich antiquity hath left no nam

e, 
B

ut patterns only, such as H
ercules, 

A
chilles, Theseus. B

ack to thy loath’d cell; 
A

nd w
hen thou seest the new

 enlightened sphere, 
Study to know

 but w
hat those w

orthies w
ere. 

T. C
A

R
E

W
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inform
ed treacherously by a young Patrick that neighbor Seeley, an 

Irishm
an, in the intervals of the carting, transferred the still tolerable, 

straight, and drivable nails, staples, and spikes to his pocket, and then 
stood w

hen I cam
e back to pass the tim

e of day, and look freshly up, 
unconcerned, w

ith spring thoughts, at the devastation; there being a 
dearth of w

ork, as he said. H
e w

as there to represent spectatordom
, and 

help m
ake this seem

ingly insignificant event one w
ith the rem

oval of the 
gods of Troy. 

I dug m
y cellar in the side of a hill sloping to the south, w

here a 
w

oodchuck had form
erly dug his burrow

, dow
n through sum

ach and 
blackberry roots, and the low

est stain of vegetation, six feet square by 
seven deep, to a fine sand w

here potatoes w
ould not freeze in any w

inter. 
The sides w

ere left shelving, and not stoned; but the sun having never 
shone on them

, the sand still keeps its place. It w
as but tw

o hours’ w
ork. 

I took particular pleasure in this breaking of ground, for in alm
ost all 

latitudes m
en dig into the earth for an equable tem

perature. U
nder the 

m
ost splendid house in the city is still to be found the cellar w

here they 
store their roots as of old, and long after the superstructure has 
disappeared posterity rem

ark its dent in the earth. The house is still but 
a sort of porch at the entrance of a burrow

. 

A
t length, in the beginning of M

ay, w
ith the help of som

e of m
y 

acquaintances, rather to im
prove so good an occasion for neighborliness 

than from
 any necessity, I set up the fram

e of m
y house. N

o m
an w

as 
ever m

ore honored in the character of his raisers than I. They are 
destined, I trust, to assist at the raising of loftier structures one day. I 
began to occupy m

y house on the 4th of July, as soon as it w
as boarded 

and roofed, for the boards w
ere carefully feather-edged and lapped, so 

that it w
as perfectly im

pervious to rain, but before boarding I laid the 
foundation of a chim

ney at one end, bringing tw
o cartloads of stones up 

the hill from
 the pond in m

y arm
s. I built the chim

ney after m
y hoeing in 

the fall, before a fire becam
e necessary for w

arm
th, doing m

y cooking in 
the m

eanw
hile out of doors on the ground, early in the m

orning: w
hich 

m
ode I still think is in som

e respects m
ore convenient and agreeable 

than the usual one. W
hen it storm

ed before m
y bread w

as baked, I fixed 
a few

 boards over the fire, and sat under them
 to w

atch m
y loaf, and 

passed som
e pleasant hours in that w

ay. In those days, w
hen m

y hands 
w

ere m
uch em

ployed, I read but little, but the least scraps of paper 
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ag
ai

ns
t. 

If
 y

ou
 s

ho
ul

d 
ev

er
 b

e 
be

tr
ay

ed
 in

to
 a

ny
 o

f t
he

se
 p

hi
la

nt
hr

op
ie

s,
 

do
 n

ot
 le

t y
ou

r 
le

ft
 h

an
d 

kn
ow

 w
ha

t y
ou

r 
ri

gh
t h

an
d 

do
es

, f
or

 it
 is

 n
ot

 
w

or
th

 k
no

w
in

g.
 R

es
cu

e 
th

e 
dr

ow
ni

ng
 a

nd
 ti

e 
yo

ur
 s

ho
es

tr
in

gs
. T

ak
e 

yo
ur

 
ti

m
e,

 a
nd

 s
et

 a
bo

ut
 s

om
e 

fr
ee

 la
bo

r.
 

O
ur

 m
an

ne
rs

 h
av

e 
be

en
 c

or
ru

pt
ed

 b
y 

co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
n 

w
it

h 
th

e 
sa

in
ts

. 
O

ur
 h

ym
n-

bo
ok

s 
re

so
un

d 
w

it
h 

a 
m

el
od

io
us

 c
ur

si
ng

 o
f G

od
 a

nd
 e

nd
ur

in
g 

H
im

 fo
re

ve
r.

 O
ne

 w
ou

ld
 s

ay
 th

at
 e

ve
n 

th
e 

pr
op

he
ts

 a
nd

 r
ed

ee
m

er
s 

ha
d 

ra
th

er
 c

on
so

le
d 

th
e 

fe
ar

s 
th

an
 c

on
fir

m
ed

 th
e 

ho
pe

s 
of

 m
an

. T
he

re
 is

 
no

w
he

re
 r

ec
or

de
d 

a 
si

m
pl

e 
an

d 
ir

re
pr

es
si

bl
e 

sa
ti

sf
ac

ti
on

 w
it

h 
th

e 
gi

ft
 o

f 
lif

e,
 a

ny
 m

em
or

ab
le

 p
ra

is
e 

of
 G

od
. A

ll 
he

al
th

 a
nd

 s
uc

ce
ss

 d
oe

s 
m

e 
go

od
, 

ho
w

ev
er

 fa
r 

of
f a

nd
 w

it
hd

ra
w

n 
it

 m
ay

 a
pp

ea
r;

 a
ll 

di
se

as
e 

an
d 

fa
ilu

re
 

he
lp

s 
to

 m
ak

e 
m

e 
sa

d 
an

d 
do

es
 m

e 
ev

il,
 h

ow
ev

er
 m

uc
h 

sy
m

pa
th

y 
it

 m
ay

 
ha

ve
 w

it
h 

m
e 

or
 I

 w
it

h 
it

. I
f, 

th
en

, w
e 

w
ou

ld
 in

de
ed

 r
es

to
re

 m
an

ki
nd

 b
y 

tr
ul

y 
In

di
an

, b
ot

an
ic

, m
ag

ne
ti

c,
 o

r 
na

tu
ra

l m
ea

ns
, l

et
 u

s 
fir

st
 b

e 
as

 
si

m
pl

e 
an

d 
w

el
l a

s 
N

at
ur

e 
ou

rs
el

ve
s,

 d
is

pe
l t

he
 c

lo
ud

s 
w

hi
ch

 h
an

g 
ov

er
 

ou
r 

ow
n 

br
ow

s,
 a

nd
 ta

ke
 u

p 
a 

lit
tl

e 
lif

e 
in

to
 o

ur
 p

or
es

. D
o 

no
t s

ta
y 

to
 b

e 
an

 o
ve

rs
ee

r 
of

 th
e 

po
or

, b
ut

 e
nd

ea
vo

r 
to

 b
ec

om
e 

on
e 

of
 th

e 
w

or
th

ie
s 

of
 

th
e 

w
or

ld
. 

I 
re

ad
 in

 th
e 

G
ul

is
ta

n,
 o

r 
Fl

ow
er

 G
ar

de
n,

 o
f S

he
ik

 S
ad

i o
f S

hi
ra

z,
 th

at
 

“t
he

y 
as

ke
d 

a 
w

is
e 

m
an

, s
ay

in
g:

 O
f t

he
 m

an
y 

ce
le

br
at

ed
 tr

ee
s 

w
hi

ch
 th

e 
M

os
t H

ig
h 

G
od

 h
as

 c
re

at
ed

 lo
ft

y 
an

d 
um

br
ag

eo
us

, t
he

y 
ca

ll 
no

ne
 a

za
d,

 o
r 

fr
ee

, e
xc

ep
ti

ng
 th

e 
cy

pr
es

s,
 w

hi
ch

 b
ea

rs
 n

o 
fr

ui
t;

 w
ha

t m
ys

te
ry

 is
 th

er
e 

in
 

th
is

? 
H

e 
re

pl
ie

d,
 E

ac
h 

ha
s 

it
s 

ap
pr

op
ri

at
e 

pr
od

uc
e,

 a
nd

 a
pp

oi
nt

ed
 

se
as

on
, d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
co

nt
in

ua
nc

e 
of

 w
hi

ch
 it

 is
 fr

es
h 

an
d 

bl
oo

m
in

g,
 a

nd
 

du
ri

ng
 th

ei
r 

ab
se

nc
e 

dr
y 

an
d 

w
it

he
re

d;
 to

 n
ei

th
er

 o
f w

hi
ch

 s
ta

te
s 

is
 th

e 
cy

pr
es

s 
ex

po
se

d,
 b

ei
ng

 a
lw

ay
s 

flo
ur

is
hi

ng
; a

nd
 o

f t
hi

s 
na

tu
re

 a
re

 th
e 

az
ad

s,
 o

r 
re

lig
io

us
 in

de
pe

nd
en

ts
. —

 F
ix

 n
ot

 th
y 

he
ar

t o
n 

th
at

 w
hi

ch
 is

 
tr

an
si

to
ry

; f
or

 th
e 

D
ijl

ah
, o

r 
Ti

gr
is

, w
ill

 c
on

ti
nu

e 
to

 fl
ow

 th
ro

ug
h 

B
ag

da
d 

af
te

r 
th

e 
ra

ce
 o

f c
al

ip
hs

 is
 e

xt
in

ct
: i

f t
hy

 h
an

d 
ha

s 
pl

en
ty

, b
e 

lib
er

al
 a

s 
th

e 
da

te
 tr

ee
; b

ut
 if

 it
 a

ff
or

ds
 n

ot
hi

ng
 to

 g
iv

e 
aw

ay
, b

e 
an

 a
za

d,
 o

r 
fr

ee
 m

an
, 

lik
e 

th
e 

cy
pr

es
s.

” 

C
O

M
PL

E
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E
N

TA
L 

V
E

R
SE

S 
Th

e 
Pr

et
en
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ov
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Th
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 d

os
t p

re
su

m
e 

to
o 

m
uc

h,
 p

oo
r 

ne
ed

y 
w

re
tc

h,
 

To
 c
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w
hi

ch
 la

y 
on

 th
e 

gr
ou
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, m

y 
ho

ld
er

, o
r 

ta
bl

ec
lo

th
, a

ff
or

de
d 
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 m
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 b
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 d
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a 
do

or
, a

 w
in

do
w

, a
 c

el
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 p
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 r
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ra
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 b
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er

e 
is

 in
 a

 b
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 c
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 c
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 b
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t d
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 m
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 c
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uprightness and benevolence, w
hich are, as it w

ere, his stem
 and leaves. 

Those plants of w
hose greenness w

ithered w
e m

ake herb tea for the sick 
serve but a hum

ble use, and are m
ost em

ployed by quacks. I w
ant the 

flow
er and fruit of a m

an; that som
e fragrance be w

afted over from
 him

 
to m

e, and som
e ripeness flavor our intercourse. H

is goodness m
ust not 

be a partial and transitory act, but a constant superfluity, w
hich costs 

him
 nothing and of w

hich he is unconscious. This is a charity that hides a 
m

ultitude of sins. The philanthropist too often surrounds m
ankind w

ith 
the rem

em
brance of his ow

n castoff griefs as an atm
osphere, and calls it 

sym
pathy. W

e should im
part our courage, and not our despair, our 

health and ease, and not our disease, and take care that this does not 
spread by contagion. From

 w
hat southern plains com

es up the voice of 
w

ailing? U
nder w

hat latitudes reside the heathen to w
hom

 w
e w

ould 
send light? W

ho is that intem
perate and brutal m

an w
hom

 w
e w

ould 
redeem

? If anything ail a m
an, so that he does not perform

 his functions, 
if he have a pain in his bow

els even —
 for that is the seat of sym

pathy —
 

he forthw
ith sets about reform

ing —
 the w

orld. B
eing a m

icrocosm
 

him
self, he discovers —

 and it is a true discovery, and he is the m
an to 

m
ake it —

 that the w
orld has been eating green apples; to his eyes, in 

fact, the globe itself is a great green apple, w
hich there is danger aw

ful to 
think of that the children of m

en w
ill nibble before it is ripe; and 

straightw
ay his drastic philanthropy seeks out the E

squim
au and the 

Patagonian, and em
braces the populous Indian and C

hinese villages; and 
thus, by a few

 years of philanthropic activity, the pow
ers in the 

m
eanw

hile using him
 for their ow

n ends, no doubt, he cures him
self of 

his dyspepsia, the globe acquires a faint blush on one or both of its 
cheeks, as if it w

ere beginning to be ripe, and life loses its crudity and is 
once m

ore sw
eet and w

holesom
e to live. I never dream

ed of any 
enorm

ity greater than I have com
m

itted. I never knew
, and never shall 

know
, a w

orse m
an than m

yself. 

I believe that w
hat so saddens the reform

er is not his sym
pathy w

ith his 
fellow

s in distress, but, though he be the holiest son of G
od, is his private 

ail. Let this be righted, let the spring com
e to him

, the m
orning rise over 

his couch, and he w
ill forsake his generous com

panions w
ithout apology. 

M
y excuse for not lecturing against the use of tobacco is, that I never 

chew
ed it, that is a penalty w

hich reform
ed tobacco-chew

ers have to pay; 
though there are things enough I have chew

ed w
hich I could lecture 
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their Trinity C
hurch? B

ut a m
an has no m

ore to do w
ith the style of 

architecture of his house than a tortoise w
ith that of its shell: nor need 

the soldier be so idle as to try to paint the precise color of his virtue on 
his standard. The enem

y w
ill find it out. H

e m
ay turn pale w

hen the trial 
com

es. This m
an seem

ed to m
e to lean over the cornice, and tim

idly 
w

hisper his half truth to the rude occupants w
ho really knew

 it better 
than he. W

hat of architectural beauty I now
 see, I know

 has gradually 
grow

n from
 w

ithin outw
ard, out of the necessities and character of the 

indw
eller, w

ho is the only builder —
 out of som

e unconscious 
truthfulness, and nobleness, w

ithout ever a thought for the appearance 
and w

hatever additional beauty of this kind is destined to be produced 
w

ill be preceded by a like unconscious beauty of life. The m
ost 

interesting dw
ellings in this country, as the painter know

s, are the m
ost 

unpretending, hum
ble log huts and cottages of the poor com

m
only; it is 

the life of the inhabitants w
hose shells they are, and not any peculiarity 

in their surfaces m
erely, w

hich m
akes them

 picturesque; and equally 
interesting w

ill be the citizen’s suburban box, w
hen his life shall be as 

sim
ple and as agreeable to the im

agination, and there is as little straining 
after effect in the style of his dw

elling. A
 great proportion of architectural 

ornam
ents are literally hollow

, and a Septem
ber gale w

ould strip them
 

off, like borrow
ed plum

es, w
ithout injury to the substantials. They can do 

w
ithout architecture w

ho have no olives nor w
ines in the cellar. W

hat if 
an equal ado w

ere m
ade about the ornam

ents of style in literature, and 
the architects of our bibles spent as m

uch tim
e about their cornices as 

the architects of our churches do? So are m
ade the belles-lettres and the 

beaux-arts and their professors. M
uch it concerns a m

an, forsooth, how
 a 

few
 sticks are slanted over him

 or under him
, and w

hat colors are 
daubed upon his box. It w

ould signify som
ew

hat, if, in any earnest sense, 
he slanted them

 and daubed it; but the spirit having departed out of the 
tenant, it is of a piece w

ith constructing his ow
n coffin —

 the architecture 
of the grave —

 and “carpenter” is but another nam
e for “coffin-m

aker.” 
O

ne m
an says, in his despair or indifference to life, take up a handful of 

the earth at your feet, and paint your house that color. Is he thinking of 
his last and narrow

 house? Toss up a copper for it as w
ell. W

hat an 
abundance of leisure be m

ust have! W
hy do you take up a handful of 

dirt? B
etter paint your house your ow

n com
plexion; let it turn pale or 

blush for you. A
n enterprise to im

prove the style of cottage architecture! 
W

hen you have got m
y ornam

ents ready, I w
ill w

ear them
. 
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thunderbolt, and the sun, through grief at his death, did not shine for a 
year. 

There is no odor so bad as that w
hich arises from

 goodness tainted. It is 
hum

an, it is divine, carrion. If I knew
 for a certainty that a m

an w
as 

com
ing to m

y house w
ith the conscious design of doing m

e good, I 
should run for m

y life, as from
 that dry and parching w

ind of the A
frican 

deserts called the sim
oom

, w
hich fills the m

outh and nose and ears and 
eyes w

ith dust till you are suffocated, for fear that I should get som
e of 

his good done to m
e —

 som
e of its virus m

ingled w
ith m

y blood. N
o —

 in 
this case I w

ould rather suffer evil the natural w
ay. A

 m
an is not a good 

m
an to m

e because he w
ill feed m

e if I should be starving, or w
arm

 m
e if 

I should be freezing, or pull m
e out of a ditch if I should ever fall into 

one. I can find you a N
ew

foundland dog that w
ill do as m

uch. 
Philanthropy is not love for one’s fellow

-m
an in the broadest sense. 

H
ow

ard w
as no doubt an exceedingly kind and w

orthy m
an in his w

ay, 
and has his rew

ard; but, com
paratively speaking, w

hat are a hundred 
H

ow
ards to us, if their philanthropy do not help us in our best estate, 

w
hen w

e are m
ost w

orthy to be helped? I never heard of a philanthropic 
m

eeting in w
hich it w

as sincerely proposed to do any good to m
e, or the 

like of m
e. 

The Jesuits w
ere quite balked by those Indians w

ho, being burned at the 
stake, suggested new

 m
odes of torture to their torm

entors. B
eing 

superior to physical suffering, it som
etim

es chanced that they w
ere 

superior to any consolation w
hich the m

issionaries could offer; and the 
law

 to do as you w
ould be done by fell w

ith less persuasiveness on the 
ears of those w

ho, for their part, did not care how
 they w

ere done by, 
w

ho loved their enem
ies after a new

 fashion, and cam
e very near freely 

forgiving them
 all they did. 

B
e sure that you give the poor the aid they m

ost need, though it be your 
exam

ple w
hich leaves them

 far behind. If you give m
oney, spend yourself 

w
ith it, and do not m

erely abandon it to them
. W

e m
ake curious 

m
istakes som

etim
es. O

ften the poor m
an is not so cold and hungry as he 

is dirty and ragged and gross. It is partly his taste, and not m
erely his 

m
isfortune. If you give him

 m
oney, he w

ill perhaps buy m
ore rags w

ith 
it. I w

as w
ont to pity the clum

sy Irish laborers w
ho cut ice on the pond, 

in such m
ean and ragged clothes, w

hile I shivered in m
y m

ore tidy and 
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 These are all the m
aterials, excepting the tim

ber, stones, and sand, w
hich 

I claim
ed by squatter’s right. I have also a sm

all w
oodshed adjoining, 

m
ade chiefly of the stuff w

hich w
as left after building the house. 

I intend to build m
e a house w

hich w
ill surpass any on the m

ain street in 
C

oncord in grandeur and luxury, as soon as it pleases m
e as m

uch and 
w

ill cost m
e no m

ore than m
y present one. 

I thus found that the student w
ho w

ishes for a shelter can obtain one for 
a lifetim

e at an expense not greater than the rent w
hich he now

 pays 
annually. If I seem

 to boast m
ore than is becom

ing, m
y excuse is that I 

brag for hum
anity rather than for m

yself; and m
y shortcom

ings and 
inconsistencies do not affect the truth of m

y statem
ent. N

otw
ithstanding 

m
uch cant and hypocrisy —

 chaff w
hich I find it difficult to separate from

 
m

y w
heat, but for w

hich I am
 as sorry as any m

an —
 I w

ill breathe freely 
and stretch m

yself in this respect, it is such a relief to both the m
oral and 

physical system
; and I am

 resolved that I w
ill not through hum

ility 
becom

e the devil’s attorney. I w
ill endeavor to speak a good w

ord for the 
truth. A

t C
am

bridge C
ollege the m

ere rent of a student’s room
, w

hich is 
only a little larger than m

y ow
n, is thirty dollars each year, though the 

corporation had the advantage of building thirty-tw
o side by side and 

under one roof, and the occupant suffers the inconvenience of m
any and 

noisy neighbors, and perhaps a residence in the fourth story. I cannot 
but think that if w

e had m
ore true w

isdom
 in these respects, not only less 

education w
ould be needed, because, forsooth, m

ore w
ould already have 

been acquired, but the pecuniary expense of getting an education w
ould 

in a great m
easure vanish. Those conveniences w

hich the student 
requires at C

am
bridge or elsew

here cost him
 or som

ebody else ten tim
es 

as great a sacrifice of life as they w
ould w

ith proper m
anagem

ent on both 
sides. Those things for w

hich the m
ost m

oney is dem
anded are never the 

things w
hich the student m

ost w
ants. Tuition, for instance, is an 

im
portant item

 in the term
 bill, w

hile for the far m
ore valuable education 

w
hich he gets by associating w

ith the m
ost cultivated of his 

contem
poraries no charge is m

ade. The m
ode of founding a college is, 

com
m

only, to get up a subscription of dollars and cents, and then, 
follow

ing blindly the principles of a division of labor to its extrem
e —

 a 
principle w

hich should never be follow
ed but w

ith circum
spection —

 to 
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un
he

si
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ti
ng
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 p

re
fe

rr
ed

 to
 r

em
ai

n 
po

or
. W

hi
le

 m
y 

to
w

ns
m

en
 a

nd
 

w
om

en
 a

re
 d

ev
ot

ed
 in

 s
o 

m
an

y 
w
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 th

e 
go

od
 o

f t
he

ir
 fe

llo
w

s,
 I

 tr
us

t 
th

at
 o

ne
 a

t l
ea

st
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ay
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e 
sp

ar
ed

 to
 o

th
er

 a
nd

 le
ss

 h
um

an
e 

pu
rs

ui
ts

. Y
ou

 
m

us
t h

av
e 

a 
ge

ni
us

 fo
r 

ch
ar

it
y 

as
 w

el
l a

s 
fo

r 
an

yt
hi

ng
 e

ls
e.

 A
s 

fo
r 

D
oi

ng
-

go
od

, t
ha

t i
s 

on
e 

of
 th

e 
pr

of
es

si
on

s 
w

hi
ch

 a
re

 fu
ll.

 M
or

eo
ve

r,
 I

 h
av

e 
tr

ie
d 

it
 fa

ir
ly

, a
nd

, s
tr

an
ge

 a
s 

it
 m

ay
 s

ee
m

, a
m

 s
at

is
fie

d 
th

at
 it

 d
oe

s 
no

t a
gr

ee
 

w
it

h 
m

y 
co

ns
ti

tu
ti

on
. P

ro
ba

bl
y 

I 
sh

ou
ld

 n
ot

 c
on

sc
io

us
ly

 a
nd

 d
el

ib
er

at
el

y 
fo

rs
ak

e 
m

y 
pa

rt
ic

ul
ar

 c
al

lin
g 

to
 d

o 
th

e 
go

od
 w

hi
ch

 s
oc

ie
ty

 d
em

an
ds

 o
f 

m
e,

 to
 s

av
e 

th
e 

un
iv

er
se

 fr
om

 a
nn

ih
ila

ti
on

; a
nd

 I
 b

el
ie

ve
 th

at
 a

 li
ke

 b
ut

 
in

fin
it

el
y 

gr
ea

te
r 

st
ea

df
as

tn
es

s 
el

se
w

he
re

 is
 a

ll 
th

at
 n

ow
 p

re
se

rv
es

 it
. B

ut
 

I 
w

ou
ld

 n
ot

 s
ta

nd
 b

et
w

ee
n 

an
y 

m
an

 a
nd

 h
is

 g
en

iu
s;

 a
nd

 to
 h

im
 w

ho
 d

oe
s 

th
is

 w
or

k,
 w

hi
ch

 I
 d

ec
lin

e,
 w

it
h 

hi
s 

w
ho

le
 h

ea
rt

 a
nd

 s
ou

l a
nd

 li
fe

, I
 w

ou
ld

 
sa

y,
 P

er
se

ve
re

, e
ve

n 
if 

th
e 

w
or

ld
 c

al
l i

t d
oi

ng
 e

vi
l, 

as
 it

 is
 m

os
t l

ik
el

y 
th

ey
 

w
ill

. 

I 
am

 fa
r 

fr
om

 s
up

po
si

ng
 th

at
 m

y 
ca

se
 is

 a
 p

ec
ul

ia
r 

on
e;

 n
o 

do
ub

t m
an

y 
of

 
m

y 
re

ad
er

s 
w

ou
ld

 m
ak

e 
a 

si
m

ila
r 

de
fe

nc
e.

 A
t d

oi
ng

 s
om

et
hi

ng
 —

 I
 w

ill
 

no
t e

ng
ag

e 
th

at
 m

y 
ne

ig
hb

or
s 

sh
al

l p
ro

no
un

ce
 it

 g
oo

d 
—

 I
 d

o 
no

t h
es

it
at

e 
to

 s
ay

 th
at

 I
 s

ho
ul

d 
be

 a
 c

ap
it

al
 fe

llo
w

 to
 h

ir
e;

 b
ut

 w
ha

t t
ha

t i
s,

 it
 is

 fo
r 

m
y 

em
pl

oy
er

 to
 fi

nd
 o

ut
. W

ha
t g

oo
d 

I 
do

, i
n 

th
e 

co
m

m
on

 s
en

se
 o

f t
ha

t 
w

or
d,

 m
us

t b
e 

as
id

e 
fr

om
 m

y 
m

ai
n 

pa
th

, a
nd

 fo
r 

th
e 

m
os

t p
ar

t w
ho

lly
 

un
in

te
nd

ed
. M

en
 s

ay
, p

ra
ct

ic
al

ly
, B

eg
in

 w
he

re
 y

ou
 a

re
 a

nd
 s

uc
h 

as
 y

ou
 

ar
e,

 w
it

ho
ut

 a
im

in
g 
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to
 b

ec
om

e 
of

 m
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w

or
th
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nd

 w
it

h 
ki

nd
ne

ss
 

af
or

et
ho

ug
ht

 g
o 

ab
ou

t d
oi

ng
 g

oo
d.

 I
f I

 w
er

e 
to

 p
re

ac
h 

at
 a

ll 
in

 th
is

 s
tr

ai
n,

 
I 

sh
ou

ld
 s

ay
 r

at
he

r,
 S

et
 a

bo
ut

 b
ei

ng
 g

oo
d.

 A
s 

if 
th

e 
su

n 
sh

ou
ld

 s
to

p 
w

he
n 

he
 h

ad
 k

in
dl

ed
 h

is
 fi

re
s 

up
 to

 th
e 

sp
le

nd
or

 o
f a

 m
oo

n 
or

 a
 s
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r 
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 th

e 
si

xt
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m
ag
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tu

de
, a

nd
 g
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t l

ik
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R

ob
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 G
oo
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w

, p
ee

pi
ng
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t 
ev

er
y 
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tt

ag
e 

w
in

do
w
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ns

pi
ri

ng
 lu

na
ti

cs
, a

nd
 ta

in
ti

ng
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ea
ts

, a
nd

 m
ak

in
g 

da
rk

ne
ss

 v
is

ib
le

, i
ns

te
ad

 o
f s

te
ad

ily
 in

cr
ea

si
ng

 h
is

 g
en

ia
l h

ea
t a

nd
 

be
ne

fic
en

ce
 ti

ll 
he

 is
 o

f s
uc

h 
br

ig
ht

ne
ss

 th
at

 n
o 

m
or

ta
l c

an
 lo

ok
 h

im
 in

 
th

e 
fa

ce
, a

nd
 th

en
, a

nd
 in

 th
e 

m
ea

nw
hi

le
 to

o,
 g

oi
ng

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
w

or
ld

 in
 

hi
s 

ow
n 

or
bi

t, 
do

in
g 

it
 g

oo
d,

 o
r 

ra
th

er
, a

s 
a 

tr
ue

r 
ph

ilo
so

ph
y 

ha
s 

di
sc

ov
er

ed
, t

he
 w

or
ld

 g
oi

ng
 a

bo
ut

 h
im

 g
et

ti
ng

 g
oo

d.
 W

he
n 

Ph
ae

to
n,

 
w

is
hi

ng
 to

 p
ro

ve
 h

is
 h

ea
ve

nl
y 

bi
rt

h 
by

 h
is

 b
en

ef
ic

en
ce

, h
ad

 th
e 

su
n’

s 
ch

ar
io

t b
ut

 o
ne

 d
ay

, a
nd

 d
ro

ve
 o

ut
 o

f t
he

 b
ea

te
n 

tr
ac

k,
 h

e 
bu

rn
ed

 s
ev

er
al

 
bl

oc
ks

 o
f h

ou
se

s 
in

 th
e 

lo
w

er
 s

tr
ee

ts
 o

f h
ea

ve
n,

 a
nd

 s
co

rc
he

d 
th

e 
su

rf
ac

e 
of

 th
e 

ea
rt

h,
 a

nd
 d

ri
ed

 u
p 

ev
er

y 
sp

ri
ng

, a
nd

 m
ad

e 
th

e 
gr

ea
t d

es
er

t o
f 

Sa
ha

ra
, t

ill
 a

t l
en

gt
h 

Ju
pi

te
r 

hu
rl

ed
 h

im
 h

ea
dl

on
g 

to
 th

e 
ea

rt
h 

w
it

h 
a 
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ca
ll 

in
 a

 c
on

tr
ac

to
r 

w
ho

 m
ak

es
 th

is
 a

 s
ub

je
ct

 o
f s

pe
cu

la
ti

on
, a

nd
 h

e 
em

pl
oy

s 
Ir

is
hm

en
 o

r 
ot

he
r 

op
er
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iv

es
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ct
ua
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 la
y 
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e 

fo
un

da
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s,

 
w

hi
le

 th
e 

st
ud

en
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at
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 to
 b

e 
ar

e 
sa
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 b
e 

fit
ti

ng
 th

em
se

lv
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r 
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an
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fo
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th
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gh
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uc
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ti

on
s 

ha
ve

 to
 p

ay
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 th
in

k 
th

at
 

it
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

be
tt

er
 th

an
 th

is
, f
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 th

e 
st

ud
en
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r 
th

os
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w
ho

 d
es
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to
 b

e 
be

ne
fit
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y 
it

, e
ve

n 
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 la
y 

th
e 

fo
un

da
ti

on
 th

em
se

lv
es

. T
he

 s
tu

de
nt

 w
ho

 
se

cu
re

s 
hi
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co

ve
te

d 
le

is
ur

e 
an

d 
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ti
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en

t b
y 
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em
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ic
al
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hi
rk

in
g 

an
y 
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to
 m
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 o

bt
ai
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 b

ut
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n 
ig
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bl

e 
an

d 
un

pr
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it
ab

le
 le

is
ur

e,
 

de
fr

au
di

ng
 h

im
se

lf 
of

 th
e 

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
 w

hi
ch

 a
lo

ne
 c

an
 m

ak
e 

le
is

ur
e 

fr
ui

tf
ul

. “
B

ut
,”

 s
ay

s 
on

e,
 “

yo
u 

do
 n

ot
 m

ea
n 

th
at

 th
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 s
ho

ul
d 

go
 to

 
w

or
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w
it

h 
th

ei
r 

ha
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he
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do
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 m
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 m
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 d
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t p
la

y 
lif

e,
 o

r 
st

ud
y 

it
 m

er
el

y,
 w

hi
le

 th
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em

 a
t t

hi
s 

ex
pe

ns
iv

e 
ga

m
e,

 b
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 c

ou
ld

 y
ou

th
s 

be
tt

er
 le

ar
n 

to
 li

ve
 th

an
 b

y 
at

 
on

ce
 tr

yi
ng

 th
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, f
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 c
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 d
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 c
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 d
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 c
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our life. W
e m

ay not arrive at our port w
ithin a calculable period, but w

e 
w

ould preserve the true course. 

U
ndoubtedly, in this case, w

hat is true for one is truer still for a 
thousand, as a large house is not proportionally m

ore expensive than a 
sm

all one, since one roof m
ay cover, one cellar underlie, and one w

all 
separate several apartm

ents. B
ut for m

y part, I preferred the solitary 
dw

elling. M
oreover, it w

ill com
m

only be cheaper to build the w
hole 

yourself than to convince another of the advantage of the com
m

on w
all; 

and w
hen you have done this, the com

m
on partition, to be m

uch 
cheaper, m

ust be a thin one, and that other m
ay prove a bad neighbor, 

and also not keep his side in repair. The only co-operation w
hich is 

com
m

only possible is exceedingly partial and superficial; and w
hat little 

true co-operation there is, is as if it w
ere not, being a harm

ony inaudible 
to m

en. If a m
an has faith, he w

ill co-operate w
ith equal faith 

everyw
here; if he has not faith, he w

ill continue to live like the rest of the 
w

orld, w
hatever com

pany he is joined to. To co-operate in the highest as 
w

ell as the low
est sense, m

eans to get our living together. I heard it 
proposed lately that tw

o young m
en should travel together over the 

w
orld, the one w

ithout m
oney, earning his m

eans as he w
ent, before the 

m
ast and behind the plow

, the other carrying a bill of exchange in his 
pocket. It w

as easy to see that they could not long be com
panions or co-

operate, since one w
ould not operate at all. They w

ould part at the first 
interesting crisis in their adventures. A

bove all, as I have im
plied, the 

m
an w

ho goes alone can start today; but he w
ho travels w

ith another 
m

ust w
ait till that other is ready, and it m

ay be a long tim
e before they 

get off. 

B
ut all this is very selfish, I have heard som

e of m
y tow

nsm
en say. I 

confess that I have hitherto indulged very little in philanthropic 
enterprises. I have m

ade som
e sacrifices to a sense of duty, and am

ong 
others have sacrificed this pleasure also. There are those w

ho have used 
all their arts to persuade m

e to undertake the support of som
e poor 

fam
ily in the tow

n; and if I had nothing to do —
 for the devil finds 

em
ploym

ent for the idle —
 I m

ight try m
y hand at som

e such pastim
e as 

that. H
ow

ever, w
hen I have thought to indulge m

yself in this respect, 
and lay their H

eaven under an obligation by m
aintaining certain poor 

persons in all respects as com
fortably as I m

aintain m
yself, and have 

even ventured so far as to m
ake them

 the offer, they have one and all 
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he is reading A
dam

 Sm
ith, R

icardo, and Say, he runs his father in debt 
irretrievably. 

A
s w

ith our colleges, so w
ith a hundred “m

odern im
provem

ents”; there 
is an illusion about them

; there is not alw
ays a positive advance. The 

devil goes on exacting com
pound interest to the last for his early share 

and num
erous succeeding investm

ents in them
. O

ur inventions are w
ont 

to be pretty toys, w
hich distract our attention from

 serious things. They 
are but im

proved m
eans to an unim

proved end, an end w
hich it w

as 
already but too easy to arrive at; as railroads lead to B

oston or N
ew

 York. 
W

e are in great haste to construct a m
agnetic telegraph from

 M
aine to 

Texas; but M
aine and Texas, it m

ay be, have nothing im
portant to 

com
m

unicate. E
ither is in such a predicam

ent as the m
an w

ho w
as 

earnest to be introduced to a distinguished deaf w
om

an, but w
hen he 

w
as presented, and one end of her ear trum

pet w
as put into his hand, 

had nothing to say. A
s if the m

ain object w
ere to talk fast and not to talk 

sensibly. W
e are eager to tunnel under the A

tlantic and bring the O
ld 

W
orld som

e w
eeks nearer to the N

ew
; but perchance the first new

s that 
w

ill leak through into the broad, flapping A
m

erican ear w
ill be that the 

Princess A
delaide has the w

hooping cough. A
fter all, the m

an w
hose 

horse trots a m
ile in a m

inute does not carry the m
ost im

portant 
m

essages; he is not an evangelist, nor does he com
e round eating locusts 

and w
ild honey. I doubt if Flying C

hilders ever carried a peck of corn to 
m

ill. 

O
ne says to m

e, “I w
onder that you do not lay up m

oney; you love to 
travel; you m

ight take the cars and go to Fitchburg today and see the 
country.” B

ut I am
 w

iser than that. I have learned that the sw
iftest 

traveller is he that goes afoot. I say to m
y friend, Suppose w

e try w
ho w

ill 
get there first. The distance is thirty m

iles; the fare ninety cents. That is 
alm

ost a day’s w
ages. I rem

em
ber w

hen w
ages w

ere sixty cents a day for 
laborers on this very road. W

ell, I start now
 on foot, and get there before 

night; I have travelled at that rate by the w
eek together. You w

ill in the 
m

eanw
hile have earned your fare, and arrive there som

e tim
e tom

orrow
, 

or possibly this evening, if you are lucky enough to get a job in season. 
Instead of going to Fitchburg, you w

ill be w
orking here the greater part 

of the day. A
nd so, if the railroad reached round the w

orld, I think that I 
should keep ahead of you; and as for seeing the country and getting 
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ad
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 m
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 m
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 w
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 d
o 

—
 

w
or

k 
ti

ll 
th

ey
 p

ay
 fo

r 
th

em
se

lv
es

, a
nd

 g
et

 th
ei

r 
fr

ee
 p

ap
er

s.
 F

or
 m
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 d
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f 

an
y,

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 a

s 
it

 r
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 c
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 m
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 m
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 p
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 m
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 m
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 b
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 d
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f m
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 b
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l 
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ex
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 b
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They then feast on the new
 corn and fruits, and dance and sing for three 

days, “and the four follow
ing days they receive visits and rejoice w

ith 
their friends from

 neighboring tow
ns w

ho have in like m
anner purified 

and prepared them
selves.” 

The M
exicans also practised a sim

ilar purification at the end of every 
fifty-tw

o years, in the belief that it w
as tim

e for the w
orld to com

e to an 
end. 

I have scarcely heard of a truer sacram
ent, that is, as the dictionary 

defines it, “outw
ard and visible sign of an inw

ard and spiritual grace,” 
than this, and I have no doubt that they w

ere originally inspired directly 
from

 H
eaven to do thus, though they have no B

iblical record of the 
revelation. 

For m
ore than five years I m

aintained m
yself thus solely by the labor of 

m
y hands, and I found that, by w

orking about six w
eeks in a year, I could 

m
eet all the expenses of living. The w

hole of m
y w

inters, as w
ell as m

ost 
of m

y sum
m

ers, I had free and clear for study. I have thoroughly tried 
school-keeping, and found that m

y expenses w
ere in proportion, or 

rather out of proportion, to m
y incom

e, for I w
as obliged to dress and 

train, not to say think and believe, accordingly, and I lost m
y tim

e into 
the bargain. A

s I did not teach for the good of m
y fellow

-m
en, but sim

ply 
for a livelihood, this w

as a failure. I have tried trade but I found that it 
w

ould take ten years to get under w
ay in that, and that then I should 

probably be on m
y w

ay to the devil. I w
as actually afraid that I m

ight by 
that tim

e be doing w
hat is called a good business. W

hen form
erly I w

as 
looking about to see w

hat I could do for a living, som
e sad experience in 

conform
ing to the w

ishes of friends being fresh in m
y m

ind to tax m
y 

ingenuity, I thought often and seriously of picking huckleberries; that 
surely I could do, and its sm

all profits m
ight suffice —

 for m
y greatest 

skill has been to w
ant but little —

 so little capital it required, so little 
distraction from

 m
y w

onted m
oods, I foolishly thought. W

hile m
y 

acquaintances w
ent unhesitatingly into trade or the professions, I 

contem
plated this occupation as m

ost like theirs; ranging the hills all 
sum

m
er to pick the berries w

hich cam
e in m

y w
ay, and thereafter 

carelessly dispose of them
; so, to keep the flocks of A

dm
etus. I also 

dream
ed that I m

ight gather the w
ild herbs, or carry evergreens to such 

villagers as loved to be rem
inded of the w

oods, even to the city, by hay-
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pond, have supplied the rem
ainder of m

y fuel. I w
as obliged to hire a 

team
 and a m

an for the plow
ing, though I held the plow

 m
yself. M

y farm
 

outgoes for the first season w
ere, for im

plem
ents, seed, w

ork, etc., 
$14.72+

. The seed corn w
as given m

e. This never costs anything to speak 
of, unless you plant m

ore than enough. I got tw
elve bushels of beans, and 

eighteen bushels of potatoes, beside som
e peas and sw

eet corn. The 
yellow

 corn and turnips w
ere too late to com

e to anything. M
y w

hole 
incom

e from
 the farm

 w
as 

                                    $ 23.44 

  D
educting the outgoes . . . . . . . . . . . .   14.72+

 

                                      ------- 

  There are left . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $  8.71+
 

 beside produce consum
ed and on hand at the tim

e this estim
ate w

as 
m

ade of the value of $4.50 —
 the am

ount on hand m
uch m

ore than 
balancing a little grass w

hich I did not raise. A
ll things considered, that 

is, considering the im
portance of a m

an’s soul and of today, 
notw

ithstanding the short tim
e occupied by m

y experim
ent, nay, partly 

even because of its transient character, I believe that that w
as doing 

better than any farm
er in C

oncord did that year. 

The next year I did better still, for I spaded up all the land w
hich I 

required, about a third of an acre, and I learned from
 the experience of 

both years, not being in the least aw
ed by m

any celebrated w
orks on 

husbandry, A
rthur Young am

ong the rest, that if one w
ould live sim

ply 
and eat only the crop w

hich he raised, and raise no m
ore than he ate, and 

not exchange it for an insufficient quantity of m
ore luxurious and 

expensive things, he w
ould need to cultivate only a few

 rods of ground, 
and that it w

ould be cheaper to spade up that than to use oxen to plow
 it, 

and to select a fresh spot from
 tim

e to tim
e than to m

anure the old, and 
he could do all his necessary farm

 w
ork as it w

ere w
ith his left hand at 

odd hours in the sum
m

er; and thus he w
ould not be tied to an ox, or 

horse, or cow
, or pig, as at present. I desire to speak im

partially on this 
point, and as one not interested in the success or failure of the present 
econom

ical and social arrangem
ents. I w

as m
ore independent than any 
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our furniture, our exuvioe: at last to go from
 this w

orld to another new
ly 

furnished, and leave this to be burned? It is the sam
e as if all these traps 

w
ere buckled to a m

an’s belt, and he could not m
ove over the rough 

country w
here our lines are cast w

ithout dragging them
 —

 dragging his 
trap. H

e w
as a lucky fox that left his tail in the trap. The m

uskrat w
ill 

gnaw
 his third leg off to be free. N

o w
onder m

an has lost his elasticity. 
H

ow
 often he is at a dead set! “Sir, if I m

ay be so bold, w
hat do you m

ean 
by a dead set?” If you are a seer, w

henever you m
eet a m

an you w
ill see 

all that he ow
ns, ay, and m

uch that he pretends to disow
n, behind him

, 
even to his kitchen furniture and all the trum

pery w
hich he saves and 

w
ill not burn, and he w

ill appear to be harnessed to it and m
aking w

hat 
headw

ay he can. I think that the m
an is at a dead set w

ho has got 
through a knot-hole or gatew

ay w
here his sledge load of furniture cannot 

follow
 him

. I cannot but feel com
passion w

hen I hear som
e trig, 

com
pact-looking m

an, seem
ingly free, all girded and ready, speak of his 

“furniture,” as w
hether it is insured or not. “B

ut w
hat shall I do w

ith m
y 

furniture?” —
 M

y gay butterfly is entangled in a spider’s w
eb then. E

ven 
those w

ho seem
 for a long w

hile not to have any, if you inquire m
ore 

narrow
ly you w

ill find have som
e stored in som

ebody’s barn. I look upon 
E

ngland today as an old gentlem
an w

ho is travelling w
ith a great deal of 

baggage, trum
pery w

hich has accum
ulated from

 long housekeeping, 
w

hich he has not the courage to burn; great trunk, little trunk, bandbox, 
and bundle. Throw

 aw
ay the first three at least. It w

ould surpass the 
pow

ers of a w
ell m

an now
adays to take up his bed and w

alk, and I should 
certainly advise a sick one to lay dow

n his bed and run. W
hen I have m

et 
an im

m
igrant tottering under a bundle w

hich contained his all —
 looking 

like an enorm
ous w

en w
hich had grow

n out of the nape of his neck —
 I 

have pitied him
, not because that w

as his all, but because he had all that 
to carry. If I have got to drag m

y trap, I w
ill take care that it be a light one 

and do not nip m
e in a vital part. B

ut perchance it w
ould be w

isest never 
to put one’s paw

 into it. 

I w
ould observe, by the w

ay, that it costs m
e nothing for curtains, for I 

have no gazers to shut out but the sun and m
oon, and I am

 w
illing that 

they should look in. The m
oon w

ill not sour m
ilk nor taint m

eat of m
ine, 

nor w
ill the sun injure m

y furniture or fade m
y carpet; and if he is 

som
etim

es too w
arm

 a friend, I find it still better econom
y to retreat 

behind som
e curtain w

hich nature has provided, than to add a single 
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em
peror, nor is its m

aterial silver, or gold, or m
arble, except to a trifling 

extent. To w
hat end, pray, is so m

uch stone ham
m

ered? In A
rcadia, 

w
hen I w

as there, I did not see any ham
m

ering stone. N
ations are 

possessed w
ith an insane am

bition to perpetuate the m
em

ory of 
them

selves by the am
ount of ham

m
ered stone they leave. W

hat if equal 
pains w

ere taken to sm
ooth and polish their m

anners? O
ne piece of good 

sense w
ould be m

ore m
em

orable than a m
onum

ent as high as the m
oon. 

I love better to see stones in place. The grandeur of Thebes w
as a vulgar 

grandeur. M
ore sensible is a rod of stone w

all that bounds an honest 
m

an’s field than a hundred-gated Thebes that has w
andered farther from

 
the true end of life. The religion and civilization w

hich are barbaric and 
heathenish build splendid tem

ples; but w
hat you m

ight call C
hristianity 

does not. M
ost of the stone a nation ham

m
ers goes tow

ard its tom
b only. 

It buries itself alive. A
s for the Pyram

ids, there is nothing to w
onder at in 

them
 so m

uch as the fact that so m
any m

en could be found degraded 
enough to spend their lives constructing a tom

b for som
e am

bitious 
booby, w

hom
 it w

ould have been w
iser and m

anlier to have drow
ned in 

the N
ile, and then given his body to the dogs. I m

ight possibly invent 
som

e excuse for them
 and him

, but I have no tim
e for it. A

s for the 
religion and love of art of the builders, it is m

uch the sam
e all the w

orld 
over, w

hether the building be an E
gyptian tem

ple or the U
nited States 

B
ank. It costs m

ore than it com
es to. The m

ainspring is vanity, assisted 
by the love of garlic and bread and butter. M

r. B
alcom

, a prom
ising 

young architect, designs it on the back of his V
itruvius, w

ith hard pencil 
and ruler, and the job is let out to D

obson &
 Sons, stonecutters. W

hen 
the thirty centuries begin to look dow

n on it, m
ankind begin to look up at 

it. A
s for your high tow

ers and m
onum

ents, there w
as a crazy fellow

 once 
in this tow

n w
ho undertook to dig through to C

hina, and he got so far 
that, as he said, he heard the C

hinese pots and kettles rattle; but I think 
that I shall not go out of m

y w
ay to adm

ire the hole w
hich he m

ade. 
M

any are concerned about the m
onum

ents of the W
est and the E

ast —
 to 

know
 w

ho built them
. For m

y part, I should like to know
 w

ho in those 
days did not build them

 —
 w

ho w
ere above such trifling. B

ut to proceed 
w

ith m
y statistics. 

B
y surveying, carpentry, and day-labor of various other kinds in the 

village in the m
eanw

hile, for I have as m
any trades as fingers, I had 

earned $13.34. The expense of food for eight m
onths, nam

ely, from
 July 
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clim
ates and circum

stances. N
either did I put any sal-soda, or other acid 

or alkali, into m
y bread. It w

ould seem
 that I m

ade it according to the 
recipe w

hich M
arcus Porcius C

ato gave about tw
o centuries before 

C
hrist. “Panem

 depsticium
 sic facito. M

anus m
ortarium

que bene lavato. 
Farinam

 in m
ortarium

 indito, aquae paulatim
 addito, subigitoque 

pulchre. U
bi bene subegeris, defingito, coquitoque sub testu.” W

hich I 
take to m

ean, —
 “M

ake kneaded bread thus. W
ash your hands and 

trough w
ell. Put the m

eal into the trough, add w
ater gradually, and 

knead it thoroughly. W
hen you have kneaded it w

ell, m
ould it, and bake 

it under a cover,” that is, in a baking kettle. N
ot a w

ord about leaven. B
ut 

I did not alw
ays use this staff of life. A

t one tim
e, ow

ing to the em
ptiness 

of m
y purse, I saw

 none of it for m
ore than a m

onth. 

E
very N

ew
 E

nglander m
ight easily raise all his ow

n breadstuffs in this 
land of rye and Indian corn, and not depend on distant and fluctuating 
m

arkets for them
. Yet so far are w

e from
 sim

plicity and independence 
that, in C

oncord, fresh and sw
eet m

eal is rarely sold in the shops, and 
hom

iny and corn in a still coarser form
 are hardly used by any. For the 

m
ost part the farm

er gives to his cattle and hogs the grain of his ow
n 

producing, and buys flour, w
hich is at least no m

ore w
holesom

e, at a 
greater cost, at the store. I saw

 that I could easily raise m
y bushel or tw

o 
of rye and Indian corn, for the form

er w
ill grow

 on the poorest land, and 
the latter does not require the best, and grind them

 in a hand-m
ill, and 

so do w
ithout rice and pork; and if I m

ust have som
e concentrated sw

eet, 
I found by experim

ent that I could m
ake a very good m

olasses either of 
pum

pkins or beets, and I knew
 that I needed only to set out a few

 m
aples 

to obtain it m
ore easily still, and w

hile these w
ere grow

ing I could use 
various substitutes beside those w

hich I have nam
ed. “For,” as the 

Forefathers sang —
 

“w
e can m

ake liquor to sw
eeten our lips 

O
f pum

pkins and parsnips and w
alnut-tree chips.” 

Finally, as for salt, that grossest of groceries, to obtain this m
ight be a fit 

occasion for a visit to the seashore, or, if I did w
ithout it altogether, I 

should probably drink the less w
ater. I do not learn that the Indians ever 

troubled them
selves to go after it. 

Thus I could avoid all trade and barter, so far as m
y food w

as concerned, 
and having a shelter already, it w

ould only rem
ain to get clothing and 
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far as to slaughter a w
oodchuck w

hich ravaged m
y bean-field —

 effect his 
transm

igration, as a Tartar w
ould say —

 and devour him
, partly for 

experim
ent’s sake; but though it afforded m

e a m
om

entary enjoym
ent, 

notw
ithstanding a m

usky flavor, I saw
 that the longest use w

ould not 
m

ake that a good practice, how
ever it m

ight seem
 to have your 

w
oodchucks ready dressed by the village butcher. 

C
lothing and som

e incidental expenses w
ithin the sam

e dates, though 
little can be inferred from

 this item
, am

ounted to 

                                          $ 8.40-3/4 

  O
il and som

e household utensils . . . . . . . .   2.00 

 So that all the pecuniary outgoes, excepting for w
ashing and m

ending, 
w

hich for the m
ost part w

ere done out of the house, and their bills have 
not yet been received —

 and these are all and m
ore than all the w

ays by 
w

hich m
oney necessarily goes out in this part of the w

orld —
 w

ere 

  H
ouse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 28.12+

 

  Farm
 one year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    . . .  14.72+

 

  Food eight m
onths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    . . .   8.74 

  C
lothing, etc., eight m

onths . . . . . . . . . . . .   8.40
-3/4 

  O
il, etc., eight m

onths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.00
 

                                          ----------- 

      In all . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 61.99-3/4 

 I address m
yself now

 to those of m
y readers w

ho have a living to get. A
nd 

to m
eet this I have for farm

 produce sold 

                                          $ 23.44 

  E
arned by day-labor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   13.34 

                                          ------- 

43

Fold here



Th
e 

re
ad

er
 w

ill
 p

er
ce

iv
e 

th
at

 I
 a

m
 tr

ea
ti

ng
 th

e 
su

bj
ec

t r
at

he
r 

fr
om

 a
n 

ec
on

om
ic

 th
an

 a
 d

ie
te

ti
c 

po
in

t o
f v

ie
w

, a
nd

 h
e 

w
ill

 n
ot

 v
en

tu
re

 to
 p

ut
 m

y 
ab

st
em

io
us

ne
ss

 to
 th

e 
te

st
 u

nl
es

s 
he

 h
as

 a
 w

el
l-

st
oc

ke
d 

la
rd

er
. 

B
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ad
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t f

ir
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e 
of

 p
ur

e 
In

di
an

 m
ea

l a
nd

 s
al

t, 
ge

nu
in

e 
ho

e-
ca

ke
s,

 
w

hi
ch

 I
 b

ak
ed

 b
ef

or
e 

m
y 

fir
e 

ou
t o

f d
oo

rs
 o

n 
a 

sh
in

gl
e 

or
 th

e 
en

d 
of

 a
 

st
ic

k 
of

 ti
m

be
r 

sa
w

ed
 o

ff
 in

 b
ui

ld
in

g 
m

y 
ho

us
e;

 b
ut

 it
 w

as
 w

on
t t

o 
ge

t 
sm

ok
ed

 a
nd

 to
 h

av
e 

a 
pi

ny
 fl

av
or

, I
 tr

ie
d 

flo
ur

 a
ls

o;
 b

ut
 h

av
e 

at
 la

st
 fo

un
d 

a 
m

ix
tu

re
 o

f r
ye

 a
nd

 I
nd

ia
n 

m
ea

l m
os

t c
on

ve
ni

en
t a

nd
 a

gr
ee

ab
le

. I
n 

co
ld

 
w

ea
th

er
 it

 w
as

 n
o 

lit
tl

e 
am

us
em

en
t t

o 
ba

ke
 s

ev
er

al
 s

m
al

l l
oa

ve
s 

of
 th

is
 in

 
su

cc
es

si
on

, t
en

di
ng

 a
nd

 tu
rn

in
g 

th
em

 a
s 

ca
re

fu
lly

 a
s 

an
 E

gy
pt

ia
n 

hi
s 

ha
tc

hi
ng

 e
gg

s.
 T

he
y 

w
er

e 
a 

re
al

 c
er

ea
l f

ru
it

 w
hi

ch
 I

 r
ip

en
ed

, a
nd

 th
ey

 h
ad

 
to

 m
y 

se
ns

es
 a

 fr
ag

ra
nc

e 
lik

e 
th

at
 o

f o
th

er
 n

ob
le

 fr
ui

ts
, w

hi
ch

 I
 k

ep
t i

n 
as

 
lo

ng
 a

s 
po

ss
ib

le
 b

y 
w

ra
pp

in
g 

th
em

 in
 c

lo
th

s.
 I

 m
ad

e 
a 

st
ud

y 
of

 th
e 

an
ci

en
t a

nd
 in

di
sp

en
sa

bl
e 

ar
t o

f b
re

ad
-m

ak
in

g,
 c

on
su

lt
in

g 
su

ch
 

au
th

or
it

ie
s 

as
 o

ff
er

ed
, g

oi
ng

 b
ac

k 
to

 th
e 

pr
im

it
iv

e 
da

ys
 a

nd
 fi

rs
t 

in
ve

nt
io

n 
of

 th
e 

un
le

av
en

ed
 k

in
d,

 w
he

n 
fr

om
 th

e 
w

ild
ne

ss
 o

f n
ut

s 
an

d 
m

ea
ts

 m
en

 fi
rs

t r
ea

ch
ed

 th
e 

m
ild

ne
ss

 a
nd

 r
ef

in
em

en
t o

f t
hi

s 
di

et
, a

nd
 

tr
av

el
lin

g 
gr

ad
ua

lly
 d

ow
n 

in
 m

y 
st

ud
ie

s 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

at
 a

cc
id

en
ta

l s
ou

ri
ng

 
of

 th
e 

do
ug

h 
w

hi
ch

, i
t i

s 
su

pp
os

ed
, t

au
gh

t t
he

 le
av

en
in

g 
pr

oc
es

s,
 a

nd
 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

va
ri

ou
s 

fe
rm

en
ta

ti
on

s 
th

er
ea

ft
er

, t
ill

 I
 c

am
e 

to
 “

go
od

, s
w

ee
t, 

w
ho

le
so

m
e 

br
ea

d,
” 

th
e 

st
af

f o
f l

ife
. L

ea
ve

n,
 w

hi
ch

 s
om

e 
de

em
 th

e 
so

ul
 o

f 
br

ea
d,

 th
e 

sp
ir

it
us

 w
hi

ch
 fi

lls
 it

s 
ce

llu
la

r 
ti

ss
ue

, w
hi

ch
 is

 r
el

ig
io

us
ly

 
pr

es
er

ve
d 

lik
e 

th
e 

ve
st

al
 fi

re
 —

 s
om

e 
pr

ec
io

us
 b

ot
tl

ef
ul

, I
 s

up
po

se
, f

ir
st

 
br

ou
gh

t o
ve

r 
in

 th
e 

M
ay

flo
w

er
, d

id
 th

e 
bu

si
ne

ss
 fo

r 
A

m
er

ic
a,

 a
nd

 it
s 

in
flu

en
ce

 is
 s

ti
ll 

ri
si

ng
, s

w
el

lin
g,

 s
pr

ea
di

ng
, i

n 
ce

re
al

ia
n 

bi
llo

w
s 

ov
er

 th
e 

la
nd

 —
 th

is
 s

ee
d 

I 
re

gu
la

rl
y 

an
d 

fa
it

hf
ul

ly
 p

ro
cu

re
d 

fr
om

 th
e 

vi
lla

ge
, t

ill
 

at
 le

ng
th

 o
ne

 m
or

ni
ng

 I
 fo

rg
ot

 th
e 

ru
le

s,
 a

nd
 s

ca
ld

ed
 m

y 
ye

as
t;

 b
y 

w
hi

ch
 

ac
ci

de
nt

 I
 d

is
co

ve
re

d 
th

at
 e

ve
n 

th
is

 w
as

 n
ot

 in
di

sp
en

sa
bl

e 
—

 fo
r 

m
y 

di
sc

ov
er

ie
s 

w
er

e 
no

t b
y 

th
e 

sy
nt

he
ti

c 
bu

t a
na

ly
ti

c 
pr

oc
es

s 
—

 a
nd

 I
 h

av
e 

gl
ad

ly
 o

m
it

te
d 

it
 s

in
ce

, t
ho

ug
h 

m
os

t h
ou

se
w

iv
es

 e
ar

ne
st

ly
 a

ss
ur

ed
 m

e 
th

at
 s

af
e 

an
d 

w
ho

le
so

m
e 

br
ea

d 
w

it
ho

ut
 y

ea
st

 m
ig

ht
 n

ot
 b

e,
 a

nd
 e

ld
er

ly
 

pe
op

le
 p

ro
ph

es
ie

d 
a 

sp
ee

dy
 d

ec
ay

 o
f t

he
 v

it
al

 fo
rc

es
. Y

et
 I

 fi
nd

 it
 n

ot
 to

 
be

 a
n 

es
se

nt
ia

l i
ng

re
di

en
t, 

an
d 

af
te

r 
go

in
g 

w
it

ho
ut

 it
 fo

r 
a 

ye
ar

 a
m

 s
ti

ll 
in

 
th

e 
la

nd
 o

f t
he

 li
vi

ng
; a

nd
 I

 a
m

 g
la

d 
to

 e
sc

ap
e 

th
e 

tr
iv

ia
ln

es
s 

of
 c

ar
ry

in
g 

a 
bo

tt
le

fu
l i

n 
m

y 
po

ck
et

, w
hi

ch
 w

ou
ld

 s
om

et
im

es
 p

op
 a

nd
 d

is
ch

ar
ge

 it
s 

co
nt

en
ts

 to
 m

y 
di

sc
om

fit
ur

e.
 I

t i
s 

si
m

pl
er

 a
nd

 m
or

e 
re

sp
ec

ta
bl

e 
to

 o
m

it
 

it
. M

an
 is

 a
n 

an
im

al
 w

ho
 m

or
e 

th
an

 a
ny

 o
th

er
 c

an
 a

da
pt

 h
im

se
lf 

to
 a

ll 
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1 
3/

4 
on

 th
e 

on
e 

si
de

 —
 th

is
 b

ei
ng

 v
er

y 
ne

ar
ly

 th
e 

m
ea

ns
 w

it
h 

w
hi

ch
 I

 
st

ar
te

d,
 a

nd
 th

e 
m

ea
su

re
 o

f e
xp

en
se

s 
to

 b
e 

in
cu

rr
ed

 —
 a

nd
 o

n 
th

e 
ot

he
r,

 
be

si
de

 th
e 

le
is

ur
e 

an
d 

in
de

pe
nd

en
ce

 a
nd

 h
ea

lt
h 

th
us

 s
ec

ur
ed

, a
 

co
m

fo
rt

ab
le

 h
ou

se
 fo

r 
m

e 
as

 lo
ng

 a
s 

I 
ch

oo
se

 to
 o

cc
up

y 
it

. 

Th
es

e 
st

at
is

ti
cs

, h
ow

ev
er

 a
cc

id
en

ta
l a

nd
 th

er
ef

or
e 

un
in

st
ru

ct
iv

e 
th

ey
 

m
ay

 a
pp

ea
r,

 a
s 

th
ey

 h
av

e 
a 

ce
rt

ai
n 

co
m

pl
et

en
es

s,
 h

av
e 

a 
ce

rt
ai

n 
va

lu
e 

al
so

. N
ot

hi
ng

 w
as

 g
iv

en
 m

e 
of

 w
hi

ch
 I

 h
av

e 
no

t r
en

de
re

d 
so

m
e 

ac
co

un
t. 

It
 a

pp
ea

rs
 fr

om
 th

e 
ab

ov
e 

es
ti

m
at

e,
 th

at
 m

y 
fo

od
 a

lo
ne

 c
os

t m
e 

in
 m

on
ey

 
ab

ou
t t

w
en

ty
-s

ev
en

 c
en

ts
 a

 w
ee

k.
 I

t w
as

, f
or

 n
ea

rl
y 

tw
o 

ye
ar

s 
af

te
r 

th
is

, 
ry

e 
an

d 
In

di
an

 m
ea

l w
it

ho
ut

 y
ea

st
, p

ot
at

oe
s,

 r
ic

e,
 a

 v
er

y 
lit

tl
e 

sa
lt

 p
or

k,
 

m
ol

as
se

s,
 a

nd
 s

al
t;

 a
nd

 m
y 

dr
in

k,
 w

at
er

. I
t w

as
 fi

t t
ha

t I
 s

ho
ul

d 
liv

e 
on

 
ri

ce
, m

ai
nl

y,
 w

ho
 lo

ve
 s

o 
w

el
l t

he
 p

hi
lo

so
ph

y 
of

 I
nd

ia
. T

o 
m

ee
t t

he
 

ob
je

ct
io

ns
 o

f s
om

e 
in

ve
te

ra
te

 c
av

ill
er

s,
 I

 m
ay

 a
s 

w
el

l s
ta

te
, t

ha
t i

f I
 d

in
ed

 
ou

t o
cc

as
io

na
lly

, a
s 

I 
al

w
ay

s 
ha

d 
do

ne
, a

nd
 I

 tr
us

t s
ha

ll 
ha

ve
 

op
po

rt
un

it
ie

s 
to

 d
o 

ag
ai

n,
 it

 w
as

 fr
eq

ue
nt

ly
 to

 th
e 

de
tr

im
en

t o
f m

y 
do

m
es

ti
c 

ar
ra

ng
em

en
ts

. B
ut

 th
e 

di
ni

ng
 o

ut
, b

ei
ng

, a
s 

I 
ha

ve
 s

ta
te

d,
 a

 
co

ns
ta

nt
 e

le
m

en
t, 

do
es

 n
ot

 in
 th

e 
le

as
t a

ff
ec

t a
 c

om
pa

ra
ti

ve
 s

ta
te

m
en

t 
lik

e 
th

is
. 

I 
le

ar
ne

d 
fr

om
 m

y 
tw

o 
ye

ar
s’

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

th
at

 it
 w

ou
ld

 c
os

t i
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re
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bl
y 

lit
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e 
tr

ou
bl

e 
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n 
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ne
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, e
ve
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in
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; t
ha

t a
 

m
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 m
ay

 u
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s 

si
m

pl
e 

a 
di

et
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s 
th

e 
an

im
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s,
 a

nd
 y

et
 r
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n 
he
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th

 a
nd

 
st

re
ng

th
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 h
av

e 
m
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e 

a 
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ti
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ac
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 d

in
ne
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 s

at
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ev
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un
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, s
im

pl
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 d
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ur
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(P
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th

er
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 m
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fie

ld
, b
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an

d 
sa

lt
ed

. I
 g

iv
e 

th
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La
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on
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ou
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ri
ne
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f t
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 tr
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 A
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 p
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w
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n 
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m

an
 d
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e,
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ea
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n 
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, t
ha

n 
a 

su
ff

ic
ie

nt
 

nu
m
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r 

of
 e
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s 

of
 g

re
en

 s
w

ee
t c

or
n 

bo
ile

d,
 w

it
h 

th
e 
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di

ti
on

 o
f s

al
t?

 
E

ve
n 

th
e 

lit
tl

e 
va

ri
et

y 
w

hi
ch

 I
 u

se
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w
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 a
 y

ie
ld

in
g 

to
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e 
de

m
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f 
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 Y
et

 m
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m
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to
 s
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ss
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eq
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nt
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e,
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f n
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, b
ut
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w
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t o
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w
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 d
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unm
olested in m

y possession of it; for I knew
 all the w

hile that it w
ould 

yield the m
ost abundant crop of the kind I w

anted, if I could only afford 
to let it alone. B

ut it turned out as I have said. 

A
ll that I could say, then, w

ith respect to farm
ing on a large scale —

 I 
have alw

ays cultivated a garden —
 w

as, that I had had m
y seeds ready. 

M
any think that seeds im

prove w
ith age. I have no doubt that tim

e 
discrim

inates betw
een the good and the bad; and w

hen at last I shall 
plant, I shall be less likely to be disappointed. B

ut I w
ould say to m

y 
fellow

s, once for all, A
s long as possible live free and uncom

m
itted. It 

m
akes but little difference w

hether you are com
m

itted to a farm
 or the 

county jail. 

O
ld C

ato, w
hose “D

e R
e R

ustica” is m
y “C

ultivator,” says —
 and the only 

translation I have seen m
akes sheer nonsense of the passage —

 “W
hen 

you think of getting a farm
 turn it thus in your m

ind, not to buy greedily; 
nor spare your pains to look at it, and do not think it enough to go round 
it once. The oftener you go there the m

ore it w
ill please you, if it is good.” 

I think I shall not buy greedily, but go round and round it as long as I 
live, and be buried in it first, that it m

ay please m
e the m

ore at last. 

The present w
as m

y next experim
ent of this kind, w

hich I purpose to 
describe m

ore at length, for convenience putting the experience of tw
o 

years into one. A
s I have said, I do not propose to w

rite an ode to 
dejection, but to brag as lustily as chanticleer in the m

orning, standing 
on his roost, if only to w

ake m
y neighbors up. 

W
hen first I took up m

y abode in the w
oods, that is, began to spend m

y 
nights as w

ell as days there, w
hich, by accident, w

as on Independence 
D

ay, or the Fourth of July, 1845, m
y house w

as not finished for w
inter, 

but w
as m

erely a defence against the rain, w
ithout plastering or chim

ney, 
the w

alls being of rough, w
eather-stained boards, w

ith w
ide chinks, 

w
hich m

ade it cool at night. The upright w
hite hew

n studs and freshly 
planed door and w

indow
 casings gave it a clean and airy look, especially 

in the m
orning, w

hen its tim
bers w

ere saturated w
ith dew

, so that I 
fancied that by noon som

e sw
eet gum

 w
ould exude from

 them
. To m

y 
im

agination it retained throughout the day m
ore or less of this auroral 

character, rem
inding m

e of a certain house on a m
ountain w

hich I had 
visited a year before. This w

as an airy and unplastered cabin, fit to 
entertain a travelling god, and w

here a goddess m
ight trail her garm

ents. 
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Th
e 

w
in

ds
 w

hi
ch

 p
as

se
d 

ov
er

 m
y 

dw
el

lin
g 

w
er

e 
su

ch
 a

s 
sw

ee
p 

ov
er

 th
e 

ri
dg

es
 o

f m
ou

nt
ai

ns
, b

ea
ri

ng
 th

e 
br

ok
en

 s
tr

ai
ns

, o
r 

ce
le

st
ia

l p
ar

ts
 o

nl
y,

 o
f 

te
rr

es
tr

ia
l m

us
ic

. T
he

 m
or

ni
ng

 w
in

d 
fo

re
ve

r 
bl

ow
s,

 th
e 

po
em

 o
f c

re
at

io
n 

is
 u

ni
nt

er
ru

pt
ed

; b
ut

 fe
w

 a
re

 th
e 

ea
rs

 th
at

 h
ea

r 
it

. O
ly

m
pu

s 
is

 b
ut

 th
e 

ou
ts

id
e 

of
 th

e 
ea

rt
h 

ev
er

yw
he

re
. 

Th
e 

on
ly

 h
ou

se
 I

 h
ad

 b
ee

n 
th

e 
ow

ne
r 

of
 b

ef
or

e,
 if

 I
 e

xc
ep

t a
 b

oa
t, 

w
as

 a
 

te
nt

, w
hi

ch
 I

 u
se

d 
oc

ca
si

on
al

ly
 w

he
n 

m
ak

in
g 

ex
cu

rs
io

ns
 in

 th
e 

su
m

m
er

, 
an

d 
th

is
 is

 s
ti

ll 
ro

lle
d 

up
 in

 m
y 

ga
rr

et
; b

ut
 th

e 
bo

at
, a

ft
er

 p
as

si
ng

 fr
om

 
ha

nd
 to

 h
an

d,
 h

as
 g

on
e 

do
w

n 
th

e 
st

re
am

 o
f t

im
e.

 W
it

h 
th

is
 m

or
e 

su
bs

ta
nt

ia
l s

he
lt

er
 a

bo
ut

 m
e,

 I
 h

ad
 m

ad
e 

so
m

e 
pr

og
re

ss
 to

w
ar

d 
se

tt
lin

g 
in

 th
e 

w
or

ld
. T

hi
s 

fr
am

e,
 s

o 
sl

ig
ht

ly
 c

la
d,

 w
as

 a
 s

or
t o

f c
ry

st
al

liz
at

io
n 

ar
ou

nd
 m

e,
 a

nd
 r

ea
ct

ed
 o

n 
th

e 
bu

ild
er

. I
t w

as
 s

ug
ge

st
iv

e 
so

m
ew

ha
t a

s 
a 

pi
ct

ur
e 

in
 o

ut
lin

es
. I

 d
id

 n
ot

 n
ee

d 
to

 g
o 

ou
td

oo
rs

 to
 ta

ke
 th

e 
ai

r,
 fo

r 
th

e 
at

m
os

ph
er

e 
w

it
hi

n 
ha

d 
lo

st
 n

on
e 
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s.

 I
t w
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o 
m
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h 

w
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n 
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s 
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 b
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d 

a 
do
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 w
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re

 I
 s

at
, e
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n 
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e 
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ie
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 w
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. 

Th
e 

H
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iv
an
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 s
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s,

 “
A

n 
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od
e 

w
it

ho
ut

 b
ir
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 is
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ke
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t w
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” 

Su
ch

 w
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 m
y 
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I 
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un

d 
m
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ud

de
nl
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 to
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e 
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 b

y 
ha
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ne
, b

ut
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in

g 
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ge
d 

m
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r 
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. I
 w
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 n

ot
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nl
y 

ne
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er
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 s
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e 
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e 
w
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ch

 
co

m
m
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 fr
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ue
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e 
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e 
or
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e 
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r 
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d 
m
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e 
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ri
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on

gs
te
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 o
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 fo
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 w

hi
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 n
ev
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r 
ra

re
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, s
er

en
ad

e 
a 

vi
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ge
r 

—
 th

e 
w

oo
d 
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ru

sh
, t

he
 v

ee
ry

, t
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 s
ca

rl
et
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na

ge
r,

 th
e 

fie
ld

 
sp

ar
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w
, t

he
 w

hi
p-

po
or

-w
ill

, a
nd

 m
an

y 
ot

he
rs

. 

I 
w
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 s

ea
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d 
by
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e 
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or

e 
of
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 s

m
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l p
on

d,
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bo
ut
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e 
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n 
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y 

fie
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 C
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o 
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w
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e 
w

oo
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at
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e 
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 m
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ff
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, c
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ed
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t d
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fir
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w
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I 
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e 
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se
d 

m
e 
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e 
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 m
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e 
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s 
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e 
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n 
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 th
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w
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 c
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th
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of
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t, 
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d 
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er
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de
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ee

s,
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s 
so

ft
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th

 r
ef

le
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g 
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w
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hi
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e 

m
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w
it
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w
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 d
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w
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s 
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so
m

e 
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l c
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 v

er
y 

de
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ee

m
ed

 to
 h
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g 

up
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e 
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, a
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e 
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 m
ou

nt
ai

ns
. 
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refused, or rather used up, such paltry inform
ation as w

e get, the oracles 
w

ould distinctly inform
 us how

 this m
ight be done. 

I w
ent to the w

oods because I w
ished to live deliberately, to front only 

the essential facts of life, and see if I could not learn w
hat it had to teach, 

and not, w
hen I cam

e to die, discover that I had not lived. I did not w
ish 

to live w
hat w

as not life, living is so dear; nor did I w
ish to practise 

resignation, unless it w
as quite necessary. I w

anted to live deep and suck 
out all the m

arrow
 of life, to live so sturdily and Spartan-like as to put to 

rout all that w
as not life, to cut a broad sw

ath and shave close, to drive 
life into a corner, and reduce it to its low

est term
s, and, if it proved to be 

m
ean, w

hy then to get the w
hole and genuine m

eanness of it, and 
publish its m

eanness to the w
orld; or if it w

ere sublim
e, to know

 it by 
experience, and be able to give a true account of it in m

y next excursion. 
For m

ost m
en, it appears to m

e, are in a strange uncertainty about it, 
w

hether it is of the devil or of G
od, and have som

ew
hat hastily concluded 

that it is the chief end of m
an here to “glorify G

od and enjoy him
 

forever.” 

Still w
e live m

eanly, like ants; though the fable tells us that w
e w

ere long 
ago changed into m

en; like pygm
ies w

e fight w
ith cranes; it is error upon 

error, and clout upon clout, and our best virtue has for its occasion a 
superfluous and evitable w

retchedness. O
ur life is frittered aw

ay by 
detail. A

n honest m
an has hardly need to count m

ore than his ten 
fingers, or in extrem

e cases he m
ay add his ten toes, and lum

p the rest. 
Sim

plicity, sim
plicity, sim

plicity! I say, let your affairs be as tw
o or three, 

and not a hundred or a thousand; instead of a m
illion count half a dozen, 

and keep your accounts on your thum
b-nail. In the m

idst of this 
chopping sea of civilized life, such are the clouds and storm

s and 
quicksands and thousand-and-one item

s to be allow
ed for, that a m

an 
has to live, if he w

ould not founder and go to the bottom
 and not m

ake 
his port at all, by dead reckoning, and he m

ust be a great calculator 
indeed w

ho succeeds. Sim
plify, sim

plify. Instead of three m
eals a day, if 

it be necessary eat but one; instead of a hundred dishes, five; and reduce 
other things in proportion. O

ur life is like a G
erm

an C
onfederacy, m

ade 
up of petty states, w

ith its boundary forever fluctuating, so that even a 
G

erm
an cannot tell you how

 it is bounded at any m
om

ent. The nation 
itself, w

ith all its so-called internal im
provem

ents, w
hich, by the w

ay are 
all external and superficial, is just such an unw

ieldy and overgrow
n 

66

This sm
all lake w

as of m
ost value as a neighbor in the intervals of a 

gentle rain-storm
 in A

ugust, w
hen, both air and w

ater being perfectly 
still, but the sky overcast, m

id-afternoon had all the serenity of evening, 
and the w

ood thrush sang around, and w
as heard from

 shore to shore. A
 

lake like this is never sm
oother than at such a tim

e; and the clear portion 
of the air above it being, shallow

 and darkened by clouds, the w
ater, full 

of light and reflections, becom
es a low

er heaven itself so m
uch the m

ore 
im

portant. From
 a hill-top near by, w

here the w
ood had been recently 

cut off, there w
as a pleasing vista southw

ard across the pond, through a 
w

ide indentation in the hills w
hich form

 the shore there, w
here their 

opposite sides sloping tow
ard each other suggested a stream

 flow
ing out 

in that direction through a w
ooded valley, but stream

 there w
as none. 

That w
ay I looked betw

een and over the near green hills to som
e distant 

and higher ones in the horizon, tinged w
ith blue. Indeed, by standing on 

tiptoe I could catch a glim
pse of som

e of the peaks of the still bluer and 
m

ore distant m
ountain ranges in the northw

est, those true-blue coins 
from

 heaven’s ow
n m

int, and also of som
e portion of the village. B

ut in 
other directions, even from

 this point, I could not see over or beyond the 
w

oods w
hich surrounded m

e. It is w
ell to have som

e w
ater in your 

neighborhood, to give buoyancy to and float the earth. O
ne value even of 

the sm
allest w

ell is, that w
hen you look into it you see that earth is not 

continent but insular. This is as im
portant as that it keeps butter cool. 

W
hen I looked across the pond from

 this peak tow
ard the Sudbury 

m
eadow

s, w
hich in tim

e of flood I distinguished elevated perhaps by a 
m

irage in their seething valley, like a coin in a basin, all the earth beyond 
the pond appeared like a thin crust insulated and floated even by this 
sm

all sheet of interverting w
ater, and I w

as rem
inded that this on w

hich 
I dw

elt w
as but dry land. 

Though the view
 from

 m
y door w

as still m
ore contracted, I did not feel 

crow
ded or confined in the least. There w

as pasture enough for m
y 

im
agination. The low

 shrub oak plateau to w
hich the opposite shore 

arose stretched aw
ay tow

ard the prairies of the W
est and the steppes of 

Tartary, affording am
ple room

 for all the roving fam
ilies of m

en. “There 
are none happy in the w

orld but beings w
ho enjoy freely a vast horizon” 

—
 said D

am
odara, w

hen his herds required new
 and larger pastures. 

B
oth place and tim

e w
ere changed, and I dw

elt nearer to those parts of 
the universe and to those eras in history w

hich had m
ost attracted m

e. 
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m
ec

ha
ni

ca
l n

ud
gi

ng
s 

of
 s

om
e 

se
rv

it
or

, a
re

 n
ot

 a
w

ak
en

ed
 b

y 
ou

r 
ow

n 
ne

w
ly

 a
cq

ui
re

d 
fo

rc
e 

an
d 

as
pi
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ti

on
s 

fr
om

 w
it

hi
n,

 a
cc

om
pa

ni
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

un
du
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ti

on
s 

of
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el
es

ti
al

 m
us

ic
, i

ns
te

ad
 o

f f
ac

to
ry

 b
el

ls
, a

nd
 a

 fr
ag

ra
nc

e 
fil

lin
g 

th
e 

ai
r 

—
 to

 a
 h

ig
he

r 
lif

e 
th

an
 w

e 
fe

ll 
as

le
ep

 fr
om

; a
nd

 th
us

 th
e 

da
rk

ne
ss

 b
ea

r 
it

s 
fr

ui
t, 

an
d 

pr
ov

e 
it

se
lf 

to
 b

e 
go

od
, n

o 
le

ss
 th

an
 th

e 
lig

ht
. 

Th
at

 m
an

 w
ho

 d
oe

s 
no

t b
el

ie
ve

 th
at

 e
ac

h 
da

y 
co

nt
ai

ns
 a

n 
ea

rl
ie

r,
 m

or
e 

sa
cr

ed
, a

nd
 a

ur
or

al
 h

ou
r 

th
an

 h
e 

ha
s 

ye
t p

ro
fa

ne
d,

 h
as

 d
es

pa
ir

ed
 o

f l
ife

, 
an

d 
is

 p
ur

su
in

g 
a 

de
sc

en
di

ng
 a

nd
 d

ar
ke

ni
ng

 w
ay

. A
ft

er
 a

 p
ar

ti
al

 
ce

ss
at

io
n 

of
 h

is
 s

en
su

ou
s 

lif
e,

 th
e 

so
ul

 o
f m

an
, o

r 
it

s 
or

ga
ns

 r
at

he
r,

 a
re

 
re

in
vi

go
ra

te
d 

ea
ch

 d
ay

, a
nd

 h
is

 G
en

iu
s 

tr
ie

s 
ag

ai
n 

w
ha

t n
ob

le
 li

fe
 it

 c
an

 
m

ak
e.

 A
ll 

m
em

or
ab

le
 e

ve
nt

s,
 I

 s
ho

ul
d 

sa
y,

 tr
an

sp
ir

e 
in

 m
or

ni
ng

 ti
m

e 
an

d 
in

 a
 m

or
ni

ng
 a

tm
os

ph
er

e.
 T

he
 V

ed
as

 s
ay

, “
A

ll 
in

te
lli

ge
nc

es
 a

w
ak

e 
w

it
h 

th
e 

m
or

ni
ng

.”
 P

oe
tr

y 
an

d 
ar

t, 
an

d 
th

e 
fa

ir
es

t a
nd

 m
os

t m
em

or
ab

le
 o

f t
he

 
ac

ti
on

s 
of

 m
en

, d
at

e 
fr

om
 s

uc
h 

an
 h

ou
r.

 A
ll 

po
et

s 
an

d 
he

ro
es

, l
ik

e 
M

em
no

n,
 a

re
 th

e 
ch

ild
re

n 
of

 A
ur

or
a,

 a
nd

 e
m

it
 th

ei
r 

m
us

ic
 a

t s
un

ri
se

. T
o 

hi
m

 w
ho

se
 e

la
st

ic
 a

nd
 v

ig
or

ou
s 

th
ou

gh
t k

ee
ps

 p
ac

e 
w

it
h 

th
e 

su
n,

 th
e 

da
y 

is
 a

 p
er

pe
tu

al
 m

or
ni

ng
. I

t m
at

te
rs

 n
ot

 w
ha

t t
he

 c
lo

ck
s 

sa
y 

or
 th

e 
at

ti
tu

de
s 

an
d 

la
bo

rs
 o

f m
en

. M
or

ni
ng

 is
 w

he
n 

I 
am

 a
w

ak
e 

an
d 

th
er

e 
is

 a
 

da
w

n 
in

 m
e.

 M
or

al
 r

ef
or

m
 is

 th
e 

ef
fo

rt
 to

 th
ro

w
 o

ff
 s

le
ep

. W
hy

 is
 it

 th
at

 
m

en
 g

iv
e 

so
 p

oo
r 

an
 a

cc
ou

nt
 o

f t
he

ir
 d

ay
 if

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
no

t b
ee

n 
sl
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ri
ng
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Th

ey
 a

re
 n

ot
 s

uc
h 

po
or

 c
al
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la

to
rs

. I
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he
y 

ha
d 
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t b
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w
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dr
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, t
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w
ak
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ou
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r 
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r;
 b

ut
 o

nl
y 
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e 

in
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 m
ill
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is
 

aw
ak

e 
en
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gh

 fo
r 

ef
fe
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e 
in

te
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ua

l e
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n,
 o

nl
y 

on
e 

in
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 h
un
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m
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 d
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lif
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be
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w
ak
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iv
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 I
 h
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e 

ne
ve
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w
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 c
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? 

W
e 
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t l
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 r
ea

w
ak

en
 a

nd
 k

ee
p 

ou
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el
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s 
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ak
e,
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ot

 b
y 

m
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, b
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 b
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 d
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 o
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 b
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